








TOWN OF BELMONT 
OFFICE OF THE SELECT BOARD 

455 CONCORD AVENUE 
BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS  02478 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
April 12, 2021 
 
Dear Town Meeting Members: 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Town Meeting scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 
3, 2021.  It will be a virtual event conducted on Zoom.  You will receive separate instructions from the 
Town Clerk on how to log onto the Zoom session and how to vote electronically in this remote meeting 
format.  Please make sure to follow the instructions you should have received already from the Town 
Clerk on setting up an account on TurningPoint.  You will need TurningPoint in order to vote. 
 
Segment "A": 
First Night is Monday, May 3rd, continuation dates are May 5th, 10th and 12th; all dates are via Zoom 
 
Segment "B": 
First Night is Wednesday, June 2nd, continuation dates are June 7th and 9th; all dates are via Zoom  
 
The warrant articles and other documents you should review in advance of Town Meeting have already 
been sent to you electronically by the Town Clerk.  There are twenty-two articles at present. If there 
are any amendments are filed in advance in the remaining time, they will also be sent to you 
electronically.   
 
The Warrant and additional information can be found in the Town Meeting section of the Town Clerk's 
web page at www.belmont-ma.gov. 
 
The customary Warrant Discussion Night, co-sponsored by the League of Women Voters and the 
Warrant Committee, is scheduled for April 15, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  This will also be a Zoom meeting.  
The login information is posted on the calendar on the Town homepage. 
 
We thank you for your continued devotion to our Town's affairs during this difficult time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Adam Dash Roy Epstein Mark A. Paolillo 
Chair  Vice Chair Member 

selectboard@belmont-ma.gov 
 
455 CONCORD AVENUE 
BELMONT, MA 02478-2573 
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FAX (617) 993-2611  
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ROY EPSTEIN, Vice Chair 
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MODERATOR’S MESSAGE ON TOWN MEETING PROCEDURES 
 
Belmont’s Town Meetings are conducted in accordance with the Massachusetts General Laws, 
our Representative Town Meeting statute, the General Bylaws, and traditional customs and 
practices that we have followed for many years, with guidance provided by the principles and 
rules of conduct in Town Meeting Time, a Handbook of Parliamentary law.  Several matters of 
procedure are summarized below. 
 

 An article in the Warrant provides notice to the Town Meeting of a matter to be 
considered.  The article itself is not a specific proposal for action.  A motion is a 
proposal for action by the Town Meeting and must be within the scope of the notice 
provided by an article in the Warrant.  An article may not be amended but a motion may 
be amended by vote of the Town Meeting. 

 
 Formal seconding will not be required on main motions under articles in the warrant.  

Seconding will be required on all other motions. 
 

 All main motions and proposed amendments involving the expenditure of money 
must be in writing.  All other motions and proposed amendments must also be in writing 
unless they are brief and simple as to be easily understood when stated orally. 

 
 All substantive amendments and motions to be offered under an article in the Warrant 

must be submitted to the Town Clerk in writing not later than the close of business on 
the third (3rd) business day before the commencement of the session at which the Article 
is considered, in order to provide sufficient time for review by Town Counsel and the 
Moderator and to be made available for distribution to the Town Meeting Members 
before the commencement of such session.  The Moderator may allow exceptions to the 
advance filing requirement in case of motions that are easy to understand, but such 
exceptions are within the exclusive discretion of the Moderator. 

 
 Except for motions involving the expenditure of money or Bylaw amendments, the 

Moderator will first recognize the maker of the motion, if he or she wishes to speak. 
 

 Before commencing discussion on motions involving the expenditure of money or Bylaw 
amendments, the Moderator will first call for committee reports as follows: 

 
o Expenditure of Money – Warrant Committee, 
o Capital Improvements – Warrant Committee, then Capital Budget Committee, 
o General Bylaw amendments – Bylaw Review Committee, 
o Zoning Bylaw amendments – Planning Board. 

 
 Town Meeting Members wishing to speak should come to a microphone.  When 

recognized by the Moderator, the Member should state his or her name and precinct 
number before commencing. 

 
 Registered voters of the Town who are not Town Meeting Members may speak at the 

Town Meeting, but first must either arrange in advance with the Moderator for 
recognition or arrange to be introduced by a Town Meeting Member.   
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 Persons who are not Town Meeting Members may be admitted to the floor by invitation 

but may not vote. 
 

 All discussion must be relevant to a motion before the town meeting.  All speakers must 
address the Moderator; questions may be asked only through the Moderator. Speakers 
are limited to an initial question and one follow-up question.  A Town Meeting Member 
who wishes to make a motion that is debatable must first make the motion and, after it is 
seconded, if required, the Moderator will recognize the maker of the motion to speak to 
it.  The Moderator will not recognize a motion made at the conclusion of a speech.  This, 
by definition, includes a motion that would terminate debate, such as a motion for the 
previous question. 

 
 The Moderator will try to recognize Town Meeting Members in the order in which they 

come to the microphones.  While our General Bylaws do not set a time limit for Town 
Meeting Members when speaking for the first time, the Moderator has established a limit 
of five minutes.  Unless the Town Meeting consents no person may speak more than 
twice upon any question, except to correct an error or to make an explanation of a 
previous statement.  No person should seek recognition to speak for a second time until 
others who have not yet spoken have had an opportunity to be recognized.  The five-
minute limit also applies to those speaking for a second time.   

 
 Section 30-115(F) of our General Bylaws allows the Moderator to utilize electronic voting 

at his/her discretion. When not using electronic voting, the Section 30-115 further states 
that all votes shall be taken in the first instance by a “yes” or “no” voice vote.  If the 
Moderator is in doubt as to the vote, or if any Town Meeting Member doubts the vote, 
the Moderator will call for an electronic vote.  Any Town Meeting Member may also 
request a roll call vote; the request must be concurred in by 34 or more additional Town 
Meeting Members; and the request must be made in connection with final action under 
an article in the Warrant. 

 
 Our Bylaws require that a Town Meeting Member who wishes to speak on an issue in 

which he or she or a member of his or her family has a direct financial interest, or in 
which he or she is engaged as an attorney or consultant, must first disclose this interest 
to the Town Meeting. 

 
 A motion to reconsider a vote adopted at one session of a Town Meeting may not be 

made at an adjourned session of the same Town Meeting unless the mover has given 
notice of his or her intention either at the session at which the vote was passed or by 
written notice delivered to the Town Clerk by 12 o’clock noon on the first business day 
following the commencement of the session at which the vote sought to be reconsidered 
was passed.  A two-thirds vote is required for reconsideration; no vote may be 
reconsidered more than once. 

 
 Action on our general budget article will not be considered final so as to require a two-

thirds vote for reconsideration, or any other procedures relating to reconsideration, until 
all action under that Article has been completed. 

 
Any citizen who has questions about Town Meeting procedures is encouraged to email me at 
mike.j.widmer@gmail.com. 
 

Michael J. Widmer 
Moderator 



You are invited to attend:

Warrant Briefing
Thursday, April 15th, 2021

at 7:00 
PM

Viewing Options:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86589919600

Zoom meeting ID:  865 8991 9600
Live broadcast:  Belmont Ch 8 (Comcast); Ch 28 (Verizon)

Livestream or on-demand:  belmontmedia.org/watch/govtv

Opportunity to ask questions about:

Warrant Articles
prior to

Segment A of 
Annual Town Meeting, May 3rd

Town Officials and Department Heads
will be present to provide information

Laurie Slap
Chair of the Warrant Committee will preside

Cosponsored by:  the Warrant Committee
and the

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86589919600
https://belmontmedia.org/watch/govtv
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MOTIONS 

2021 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
May 3, 2021 

Draft as of April 12, 2021 

(Subject to Change) 

 
PRELIMINARY MOTION                     ORDER OF THE ARTICLES 
 

MOVED: That the Town Meeting hear the motions in the following order: (Majority vote)  
 

 
ARTICLE 1:                                                                                                  REPORTS 

MOVED: That Article 1 be taken from the table.  

MOVED: That Article 1 be laid on the table. (Majority vote) 

 
ARTICLE 2:                          MUNICIPAL LIGHT BOARD CHANGE IN GOVERNANCE 
 
MOVED: That the Town vote to establish a separate five-member Municipal Light Board for such 

terms as set forth in M.G.L. c. 164, § 55; said Municipal Light Board members shall be 
elected by the voters at the next annual town election, and further pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
41, § 23 to rescind any prior vote authorizing the Select Board to perform the duties of the 
Municipal Light Board and to repeal section 40-200 K  of the General Bylaws titled Select 
Board, “The Select Board shall act as the Town's Municipal Light Board.”   
 (Majority vote)  

 

Reporting: The Select Board and the Light Board will report on this article.  
 

 
ARTICLE 3:                                                       AUTHORIZATION TO    

    REPRESENT THE TOWN’S LEGAL INTERESTS 
 
MOVED: That the Select Board be, and it hereby is, authorized to bring and defend actions for and 

against the Town, to submit any such claims to arbitration and to enter into settlement on 
account of the same in behalf of the Town, as and when they deem it for the best interest 
of the Town to do so; said power shall be vested solely in the Select Board. 

  (Majority vote) 

 

Reporting: The Select Board will report on this article.  
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ARTICLE 4:                                                                     AMEND GENERAL BYLAWS:  
        40-405 CAPITAL COMMITTEE 
  
 
MOVED: That  the Town vote to amend § 40-405 A. of the Town’s General Bylaws titled Capital 

Committee Bylaw, as printed in the Warrant for this Town Meeting.  
(Majority vote)  

 

Reporting: The Select Board, Capital Budget Committee and the Bylaw Review Committee will report 
on this Article. 

 

 

 ARTICLE 5:                       SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT:  
                  100 COMMON STREET 

           
 
MOVED:  That the Town vote to authorize the Select Board to acquire, by voluntary conveyance, 

purchase or eminent domain, a permanent easement containing 981 square feet, more or 
less, and identified on the plan titled “Proposed Easement Plan 86-100 Common Street” 
prepared by Brennan Consulting dated March 12, 2021, a copy of said plan being on file 
with the Town Clerk’s office. 
(Majority vote)  

 
Reporting: The Select Board will report on this Article. 
 
 

 ARTICLE 6:          CUSHING SQUARE ROAD MODIFICATION  
        AND PROPERTY CONVEYANCE 

 

 
MOVED A:  That the Town vote to modify the layout of a portion of Trapelo Road as a public way, in 

the vicinity of 90 Trapelo Road, containing 990 square feet more or less, and shown as 
"The Modification Section of Trapelo Road" on a Plan entitled "90 Trapelo Road, 
Belmont, MA 02478," dated March 26, 2021, made by Ashkar Engineering; a copy of 
which is on file with the Town Clerk’s Office. 
(Majority vote)  

 
 
MOVED B:  That the Town vote to transfer the care, custody, control, and management of said portion 

of land, pursuant to Chapter 40, Section 15A of the General Laws, containing 965 square 
feet more or less, and identified on a plan entitled "90 Trapelo Road, Belmont, MA 
02478," dated March 26, 2021, made by Ashkar Engineering; a copy of which is on file 
with the Town Clerk’s Office, to the Select Board to be held for the purpose of 
conveyance, and to authorize the Select Board to sell such parcel in accordance with the 
applicable public bidding procedures contained in General Laws Chapter 30B, on such 
terms and conditions as the Select Board deems appropriate. 
(Two-thirds vote)  
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Reporting: The Select Board will report on this Article. 
 

 

 

 ARTICLE 7:                        CITIZEN PETITION: MGL BRAVE ACT 
 
MOVED:  That the Town accept the following provisions of Massachusetts General Laws as 

amended by the Massachusetts BRAVE Act: MGL Chapter 33, § 59; MGL Chapter 59 § 
5N; and MGL Chapter 59 § 5 Clauses 22G and 22H regarding military veteran benefits. 
(Majority vote)  

 

Reporting: The Select Board, and sponsor will report on this Article. 

 

 
ARTICLE 8:                    CITIZEN PETITION: AMEND 60-805 OF THE        

        GENERAL BYLAWS-PARKING AT INTERSECTIONS AND ENFORCEMENT  

      
MOVED:  To see if the Town will vote to amend §60-805 of the General Bylaws of the Town of 

Belmont, with the purpose of increasing traffic safety so that motorists’ views of oncoming 
traffic are not obstructed by illegally parked vehicles, as printed in the Warrant for this 
Town Meeting. 
(Majority vote)  

 

Reporting: The Select Board, the Bylaw Review Committee and sponsor will report on this Article. 

 
 

 
ARTICLE 9:                            CITIZEN PETITION:  

          SKATING RINK BUILDING COMMITTEE 
      
 
MOVED:  That the Town vote to establish a New Municipal Skating Rink Building Committee for the 

purpose of constructing a new public skating rink; to authorize the Town Moderator to 
appoint the New Municipal Skating Rink Building Committee to oversee the design and 
construction of said project; to authorize said New Municipal Skating Rink Building 
Committee to enter into contracts and take all actions necessary to carry out the 
schematic level design; once monetary appropriations have been established. 
(Majority vote)  

 

Reporting: The Select Board, and sponsor will report on this Article. 

 
 

 
ARTICLE 10:            NON-BINDING RESOLUTION 
                                                                                    TO ESTABLISH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ DAY 
 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleV/Chapter33/Section59
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter59/Section5N
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter59/Section5N
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter59/Section5
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter59/Section5
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter59/Section5
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter59/Section5
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MOVED:  That the Town vote to adopt the resolution to support the establishment of 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day in Belmont, as printed in the Warrant for this Town 
Meeting.  
(Majority vote, Non-Binding)  

 

Reporting: The Select Board will report on this Article. 

 

 
ARTICLE 11:                    NON-BINDING     

         RESOLUTION FOSSIL FREE NEW CONSTRUCTION 
 
MOVED:  That the Town vote to adopt A Resolution Calling for the Massachusetts Legislature to 

Mandate Fossil-Free New Construction of Buildings in the Commonwealth; as printed in 
the Warrant for this Town Meeting. 
(Majority vote, Non-Binding) 

 

Reporting: The Select Board and the Energy Committee will report on this Article. 

 

 











Article 10 – Amendment offered by Roy Epstein, Precinct 6 
repstein@belmont-ma.gov 

  
Moved : to amend Article 10 in the Warrant for the 2021 Annual Town Meeting by adding the 
following additional Whereas clause after the last Whereas clause in the Article: 
 
WHEREAS, Columbus Day was established to recognize the discrimination and injustices 
experienced by Italian Americans as well as their invaluable contributions to the United States, 
and the creation of Indigenous Peoples Day in Belmont as a counter-celebration to Columbus 
Day would in no way deny that history or diminish its significance. 
 
_______________________________________ 
The revised text would be: 
 
WHEREAS, the states of Alaska, Maine, Minnesota, New Mexico, South Dakota and Vermont, 
and many cities and towns across the United States including the Massachusetts municipalities 
of Somerville, Cambridge, Brookline, Newton, Marblehead, Salem, Amherst, Provincetown, 
Mashpee, and Great Barrington have heeded the calls of Indigenous peoples to adopt 
Indigenous Peoples Day as a counter-celebration in lieu of Columbus Day, to promote 
Indigenous cultures and commemorate the history of Indigenous Peoples, and thereby use the 
occasion to reveal a more accurate historical record; and  
 
WHEREAS, Columbus Day was established to recognize the discrimination and injustices 
experienced by Italian Americans as well as their invaluable contributions to the United States, 
and the creation of Indigenous Peoples Day in Belmont as a counter-celebration to Columbus 
Day would in no way deny that history or diminish its significance. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Article 11 – Amendment offered by the Energy Committee, Marty Bitner, co-chair 
Amendment to Main Motion, Article 11 by the Sponsor, Energy Committee 

(617) 817-6726 
mbitner.belmont@gmail.com 

 
 
 On behalf of the Energy Committee, I move to amend the main motion of Article 11 by deleting 
the 3rd clause in its entirety, specifically: 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we call upon the Massachusetts State Legislature to add four (4) 
energy efficiency members to the BBRS and to align the mission of the BBRS with achieving the 
Commonwealth’s 2050 GHG 85% Policy and the specific goals enumerated in this Resolution;  
 
A redline version of the original document showing the above edit is attached. 
 

mailto:repstein@belmont-ma.gov
mailto:mbitner.belmont@gmail.com


 

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has a legally binding statewide obligation to 
substantially eliminate greenhouse gas (“GHG”) emissions from all sources by 2050, as 
reconfirmed by the Baker Administration’s Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
on December 30, 2020; 
 

WHEREAS, Belmont has committed to a goal of 

; 

WHEREAS, building emissions represent over 50% of  emissions across the entire 

Commonwealth and, as a result, new fossil-free buildings will be required in order to achieve 

the Commonwealth’s goal; 

WHEREAS, natural gas is a potentially dangerous fossil fuel that generates indoor and outdoor 

air pollution, and puts the health and safety of the Commonwealth’s current and future citizens 

at risk, including recent violent explosions in the Merrimack Valley and elsewhere in the 

Commonwealth through explosive methane leaking from aging infrastructure; 

WHEREAS, all-electric indoor heating systems, all-electric kitchen ranges and overall Zero Net 

Energy (“ZNE”) buildings are operating in the Commonwealth today, are fully functional and 

cost-effective; 

WHEREAS, the availability of renewable energy is growing and Belmont Light has committed to 

a 100% carbon-free power supply by 2022, consistent with a modest rate impact, facilitating 

fossil-free construction of new buildings in Belmont:  

FOSSIL-FREE NEW CONSTRUCTION: 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Belmont calls for the Massachusetts 

State Legislature to pass appropriate legislation in order to meet the Commonwealth’s 2050 

GHG 85% Policy by mandating fossil-free construction of new buildings in the Commonwealth 

by directing the Massachusetts Board of Building Regulations and Standards (“BBRS”) to amend 

the State Building Code (780 CMR, 9th edition 2018) to restrict fossil fuel infrastructure in new 

construction statewide;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Belmont calls upon the Legislature to direct the 

Department of Energy Resources (“DOER”) to promulgate a Zero Net  Energy stretch code that 

permits municipalities to adopt more stringent building codes mandating energy efficiency and 

electrification in the construction of all new buildings;  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we call upon the Massachusetts State Legislature to add four (4) 

energy efficiency members to the BBRS and to align the mission of the BBRS with achieving the 

Commonwealth’s 2050 GHG 85% Policy and the specific goals enumerated in this Resolution;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we call upon the Massachusetts State Legislature to mandate 
changes to the Gas Code, 248 CMR 4.00, promulgated pursuant to G.L. c. 142 §13, in order to 
allow municipalities to restrict gas permits in furtherance of the foregoing policy of fossil 
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