
 

 

TOWN OF BELMONT 
OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

455 CONCORD AVENUE 

BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS  02478 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

October 24, 2018 

 

Dear Town Meeting Members:  

 

Enclosed please find the Warrant for the Special Town Meeting scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

November 13, 2018 at the Belmont High School Auditorium.  

 

Should the business of the Special Town Meeting not conclude on November 13th, the meeting will be continued 

to 7:00 p.m. on the following dates, as required:  

 November 14th at the Belmont High School Auditorium  

 November 15th at the Belmont High School Auditorium  

 

As you will see from the attached material, the Special Town Meeting Warrant includes eight (8) articles.   

 

Please be reminded that the Warrant and any additional information can be found in the Town Meeting section 

of the Town Clerk’s web page at www.Belmont-ma.gov. 

 

The customary Warrant Discussion Night, co-sponsored by the League of Women Voters and the Warrant 

Committee, is scheduled for Tuesday, October 30th, 7:30 PM at the Beech Street Center.     

 

We look forward to a productive Special Town Meeting, and thank you for your continued involvement and 

participation in our Town’s legislative process.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Adam Dash, Chair  

Mark A. Paolillo, Vice Chair  

Thomas Caputo, Selectman 
 

Selectmen@belmont-ma.gov 

 

455 CONCORD AVENUE 

BELMONT, MA 02478-2573 

PHONE    (617) 993-2610 

FAX   (617) 993-2611  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

ADAM DASH, Chair  

MARK A. PAOLILLO, Vice Chair 
THOMAS CAPUTO, Selectman 

 

 TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

PATRICE GARVIN 

 

 

http://www.belmont-ma.gov/
mailto:Selectmen@belmont-ma.gov


You are invited to attend

Warrant Briefing

Tuesday, October 30th, 2018

at 7:30 PM

Beech Street Center
266 Beech Street 

Opportunity to ask questions about

Warrant Articles
prior to

Special Town Meeting
Tuesday, November 13th

Town Officials and Department Heads
will be present to provide information

Roy Epstein
Chair of the Warrant Committee will preside

Cosponsored by:

the Warrant Committee

and the

Belmont League of Women Voters®

Education Fund
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MOTIONS FOR 2018 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
November 13, 2018 

(As of November 8, 2018, Subject to Change) 

 
 

 
PRELIMINARY MOTION:                      ORDER OF ARTICLES 

 
MOVED: That the articles be taken up in the following order:  
  1, 2, 6, 5, 7, 3, 4, 8  

 
 
ARTICLE 1:                                                                                                  REPORTS 
 

MOVED: That the reports of the Selectmen and other Town Officers, departments and 
committees for the year 2018 be accepted. (Majority vote)  

 
MOVED: That Article 1 motion be laid on the table.  (Majority vote)  

 
ARTICLE 2:              APPROPRIATION: BELMONT HIGH  

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
 

MOVED: That the Town appropriate the amount of two hundred and ninety three million four 
hundred nine thousand, one hundred eighty-nine ($293,409,189) Dollars, in 
addition to the $1,750,000 previously appropriated under Article 2 of the May 4, 
2016 Special Town Meeting, for the purpose of paying costs of designing, 
demolishing, originally equipping, and furnishing the Belmont High School, located 
at 221 Concord Avenue in Belmont, relocating and reconstructing the playing 
fields, and renovating the current pool and field house, to accommodate grades 
seven (7) through twelve (12), including constructing an addition, and all costs 
incidental or related thereto (the “Project”), which school facility shall have an 
anticipated useful life as an educational facility for the instruction of school children 
for at least 50 years, and for which the Town may be eligible for a grant from the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended 
under the direction of the Belmont High School Building Committee.  To meet this 
appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is 
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authorized to borrow said amount under M.G.L. Chapter 44, or pursuant to any 
other enabling authority.  The Town acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program 
is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the 
MSBA, and any project costs the Town incurs in excess of any grant approved by 
and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Town; provided 
further that any grant that Town may receive from the MSBA for the Project shall 
not exceed the lesser of (1) forty and sixty sixth one hundred percent (40.66%) of 
eligible, approved project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total 
maximum grant amount determined by the MSBA; provided that the amount of 
borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount 
set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the 
Town and the MSBA. Any premium received upon the sale of any bonds or notes 
approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of the costs 
of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of costs 
approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General 
Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs 
by a like amount.  (Two-thirds vote) 

 

 
ARTICLE 3:                                AMENDMENT TO ZONING BY-LAW:  
      SOUTH PLEASANT OVERLAY DISTRICT    
                              

MOVED: That the Town vote to amend the Zoning By-Law by inserting a new Section 6G, 
‘South Pleasant Street Overlay District’, as set forth in the November 7, 2018 
document titled, “Revised Main Motion Under Article 3, Proposed South Pleasant 
Street Overlay District” as distributed by the Town Clerk to each Town Meeting 
Member prior to this Town Meeting. (Two-thirds vote) 

     

 
 ARTICLE 4:                                         AMENDMENT TO ZONING BY-LAW:  

ADULT USE MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT    
 

MOVED: That the Town vote to amend the Zoning By-Law by inserting a new Section 6F, 
‘Adult Use Marijuana Establishment Overlay District’, as set forth as set forth in the 
November 7, 2018 document titled, “Revised Main Motion Under Article 4, 
Proposed Adult Use Marijuana Establishment Zoning B-Law” as distributed by the 
Town Clerk to each Town Meeting Member prior to this Town Meeting.. (Two-
thirds vote) 

                                 

 
ARTICLE 5:                                  FY19 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE  

 OFF-CYCLE PROJECT 
 

MOVED: That $400,000 be appropriated from the FY 19 Budgeted Reserve of the 
Community Preservation Fund for Phase 1a of the Community Path, Alexander 
Avenue Underpass design. 
(Majority vote) 
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ARTICLE 6:                                            APPOINT DPW/POLICE BUILDING COMMITTEE    
 

MOVED:  That the Town vote to authorize the Department of Public Works and Police 
Station Building Committee appointed by the Moderator to oversee the designs of 
said buildings, and to authorize said Building Committee to enter into contracts 
and take all actions necessary to carry out the final design and construction of the 
projects. (Majority vote) 

                              

 
ARTICLE 7:                     REDUCTION OF SENIOR PROPERTY TAX 

DEFERRAL INTEREST RATE  
 

MOVED: That the Town reduce the rate of interest that accrues on property taxes deferred 
by eligible seniors under Chapter 59, Section 5, clause 41A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws from (8%) eight percent per year to (4.5%) four and one half percent 
per year, said rate to be effective for all tax deferral agreements for the Fiscal Year 
beginning on July 1, 2019 (FY20) and subsequent years. (Majority vote) 

 

 
ARTICLE 8:          CITIZEN PETITION: 

ZONING AMENDMENT: MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENT 

TEMPORARY MORATORIUM EXTENSION 
 
 

MOVED:  That the Town vote to amend Section 9.3 of the Zoning By-Law, ‘Marijuana 
Establishment Temporary Moratorium’, as set forth under Article 8 of the Warrant 
for this Special Town Meeting. (Two-thirds vote)    

 















































        OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
                         TOWN OF BELMONT                            
                               19 Moore Street                       
                                Homer Municipal Building 
                       Belmont, Massachusetts 02478-0900 
 

                               Telephone:  (617) 993-2650     Fax:  (617) 993-2651 
 

 
Memorandum 

 
 

To:  Town Meeting Members 
From:  Belmont Planning Board  
Date:  October 17, 2018 
 
 
RE:  Planning Board Report to the 2018 Special Town Meeting 
 
 
Pursuant to the requirements of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40A, Section 5, the 
Planning Board hereby provides the following recommendations on the zoning amendments that 
will appear before the 2018 Special Town Meeting.  Sitting for the Board were Charles Clark, 
Chair; Stephen Pinkerton, Vice Chair; Thayer Donham; Karl Haglund; Edmund Starzec; and 
Bulent Gurel, associate member.  A brief overview of the zoning amendments, the reasons for 
them, and the Board’s recommendations to the Town Meeting are provided below.  
 
 
Article 4 South Pleasant Street Overlay District 
 
For several years, the Planning Board has considered rezoning the South Pleasant Street 
commercial area in recognition of its unique location, function, and the character of its land uses.  
Additionally, providing elderly housing opportunities for Belmont residents to remain in 
Belmont as they age has been a priority for many.  As a result, the South Pleasant Street Overlay 
District attempts to promote the redevelopment of under-utilized properties in a coordinated and 
well-planned manner; promote mixed-use development, incorporating retail, restaurant, office, 
and residential uses; and provide a type of housing for the elderly that reduces burdens of 
property maintenance and reduces demands on municipal services.  To achieve these objectives, 
the Overlay District allows the uses and dimensional regulations of the abutting Local Business I 
(LB-I) Zoning District (Waverley Square) in the Overlay District.  An overlay district conveys 
additional development rights on top of the existing underlying zoning district with a Special 
Permit from the Planning Board. 
 
The Board held a public hearing on September 18, 2018, and continued it to October 2 and 11.  
At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Board deliberated on the zoning amendment and 
voted unanimously to recommend favorable action by Town Meeting to adopt the South 
Pleasant Street Overlay District by inserting it into the Zoning By-Law.   

 

Building Division 
(617) 993-2664 

Engineering Division 
(617) 993-2665 

Planning Division 
(617) 993-2666 
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Article 5  Adult Use Marijuana Establishment Overlay District  
 
By vote at the State election on November 8, 2016, Belmont voters approved a law regulating the 
control, production, and distribution of recreational marijuana under a system of licenses and 
regulations.  A moratorium that expires on December 31, 2018, has been in place since then to 
provide the Town sufficient time to develop zoning regulations.  The 2018 Annual Town 
Meeting decided that a town-wide vote was required to allow the Town to decide whether to 
limit adult use marijuana establishments to two retail establishments or allow all regulated 
marijuana uses.  On September 25, 2018, the Town voted to limit adult marijuana uses to two 
retail sales establishments.  The Planning Board reviewed all of the commercial areas in Town 
and based on significant public input determined that South Pleasant Street was the appropriate 
location for retail marijuana sales.  As a result, the Adult Use Marijuana Establishment Overlay 
District sets physical and locational requirements, application procedures, permitting criteria, and 
provides for additional conditions that may be attached to an adult use marijuana establishment 
Special Permit.  An overlay district conveys additional development rights on top of the existing 
underlying zoning district with a Special Permit from the Planning Board.   
 
The Board held a public hearing on September 18, 2018, and continued it to October 2 and 11.  
At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Board deliberated on the zoning amendment and 
voted unanimously to recommend favorable action by Town Meeting to adopt the Adult Use 
Marijuana Establishment Overlay District by inserting it into the Zoning By-Law.   
 
If you have any questions regarding these amendments, please do not hesitate to contact either 
Jeffrey Wheeler, Senior Planner, at 617-993-266 or at jwheeler@belmont-ma.gov or Spencer 
Gober, Staff Planner, at 617-993-2666 or at sgober@belmont-ma.gov.  
 
 
Thank you. 

mailto:jwheeler@belmont-ma.gov
mailto:sgober@belmont-ma.gov


 TOWN OF BELMONT 
 ASSESSORS’ OFFICE  

 Homer Municipal Building 
 19 Moore Street 

  Belmont, Massachusetts 02478-0900 
 (617) 993-2630 

 
ROBERT P. REARDON, CAE, CHAIRMAN                                                                             DANIEL A. DARGON, JR., MAA 
MARTIN B. MILLANE, JR.                                                                                                         ASSESSING ADMINISTRATOR 
CHARLES R. LAVERTY, III, ESQ. 
 

 
October 24, 2018 

 
 
RE: Senior Tax Deferral Interest Rate Reduction Article 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Per our joint discussion between the Board of Assessors and the Board of Selectmen 
from the August 20, 2018, with further discussion at the October 1st, 2018, of the 
Selectmen meetings the Board of Assessors would like to submit the following article for 
the Town of Belmont Special Town Meeting Warrant.   
 
The Board of Assessors voted to unanimously to support this article at the October 10, 
2018 Board of Assessors Meeting.   
 
The article is to reduce the annual interest collected on the Senior Tax Deferral Program 
(M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 41A) from (8%) eight percent per year to (4.5%) 
four and one half percent per year beginning in Fiscal Year 2020. 
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mr. Robert P. Reardon, CAE, Chairman 
Board of Assessors 
Town of Belmont 
 
 
 
cc. 
Patrice Garvin, Town Administrator 
Floyd Carmen, Town Treasurer 
Warrant Committee, Town of Belmont 

 



 
  
MOVED:  
 
 
That the Town reduce the rate of interest that accrues on property taxes deferred by 

eligible seniors under Chapter 59, Section 5, clause 41A of the Massachusetts General 

Laws from (8%) eight percent per year to (4.5%) four and one half percent per year.  

The adjusted interest rate shall be effective for all tax deferrals granted beginning in 

Fiscal Year 2020 and shall not be applied to existing deferral agreements. 
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