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ZONI NG  EXPLANATION SUMMARY G UI DE

This guide provides a summary explanation for each proposed zoning amendment
recommended by the Belmont Planning Board. The guide lists the language of the
proposed amendment lifted from the Section of the Bylaw where it is located and
highlights proposed removed language with strikeout and added language with underline.
Yellow highlighting further emphasizes the changed language.

Explanations are in the shaded box directly below the language that we reference and
each box included a page reference number so the reader can find the language in the full
text of the Section.

You will find proposed zoning amendments in three (3) specific Sections of the Zoning
Bylaw, as follows:

Section 1. General

Section 1.4 proposed amendments are to definitions and these include clarifying language,
changes to word placement for better readability, and one new definition for a new word
that has been added to the Bylaw.

Section 1.5 proposed amendments include rephrasing existing language and corrections to
scriveners errors in citations.

Section 4. Intensity Regulations

Section 4.1 proposed amendment includes updating a departmental reference. Section 4.2
provides clarifications to applicable zoning districts and breaks out comma delimited lists
into numbered lists. Section 4.3 provides updated language for Unenclosed Steps and
Similar Projections (Sec. 4.3.3), an option for relief for corner lots for rear yard restrictions,
and clarifications.

Section 5. General Regulations

Section 5.1.2 Schedule of (parking) requirements addresses the parking amendment for
restaurants withdrawn in fall 2023 and provides detail regarding how that parking may be
credited plus relief options if it cannot be met.



SECTION 1. GENERAL

Subsection 1.4 Definitions and Abbreviations

This amendment adds reference to a group as part of definition of family which aligns 
with state law and is consistent with other provisions in the Bylaw (p. 1-5).

This proposed amendment provides additional clarity to the definition in the case of 
attached buildings. It also changes the excluded area height from 6 to 7 feet (p. 1-5).

This proposed amendment rewords reference to the “lot” and provides an exception 
for residential dwellings (p. 1-5).

This proposed amendment provides clarification regarding limitation on raising of 
grade plus an additional note that attached garages with slab on grade do not count 
related to a grade calculation (p. 1-5)

This proposed amendment clarifies the definition of open space and specifically 
excludes recreational facilities (p. 1-9).



SECTION 1. GENERAL

Subsection 1.4 Definitions and Abbreviations (Continued)

This proposed amendment adds a new definition for the term “Pergola” which is found 
elsewhere in the Bylaw (p. 1-9).

This proposed amendment clarifies that “street line” is clarified to refer to the public 
right-of-way line (p. 1-10).

This proposed amendment adds the term “pergola to the definition of structure (p. 1-
13).

Subsection 1.5 Nonconforming Uses and Structures

This proposed amendment simply shifts the same language to after the action verbs 
(extended or altered) from before, where it is now (p. 1-15).



SECTION 1. GENERAL

Subsection 1.5 Nonconforming Uses and Structures

These proposed amendments correct typographical errors in these sections. (pp. 1-16 
to 1-19).



SECTION 1. GENERAL

Subsection 1.5 Nonconforming Uses and Structures

This proposed amendment simply removes the time period in which repairs to a 
damaged structure must be completed (p. 1-20).

END OF SECTION 1 
AMENDMENTS



SECTION 4. INTENSITY REGULATIONS

Subsection 4.1 General Requirements

This amendment simply updates the current name of the department. (p. 4-1).

Because this provision is the same for all residential districts, this amendment reflects 
that (p. 4-3).

Subsection 4.2 Schedule of Dimensional Regulations



Subsection 4.2 General Requirements (Continued)

This amendment cleans up this subsection 3, removes B and C districts, and provides a 
numbered list rather than a comma delimited sentence (pp. 4-3 and 4-4).

This amendment cleans up this subsection 4, makes it the same as 3 but for B and C, and 
slightly increases the setback from 15’ to 16’ to be consistent with subsection 3. (p. 4-4).



Subsection 4.2 General Requirements (Continued)

This amendment cleans up this subsection 5, makes the language for GR consistent 
with prior sections on A-D and B-C (p. 4-4).

This amendment simply modifies reference to single residential to read Residential, 
which is the same thing but more clear language for the public (p. 4-5).



Subsection 4.3 Specific Requirements

The language from this subsection is retained in full and makes up subsection 1 and 
subsection 2 is new language added that refers to exceptions made for permanent 
coverings over entry doors (p. 4-7).

The language notes that ZBA make grant an exception to these restrictions in the case 
of a corner lot since these lots have to front yards and are challenging for the siting of 
primary and accessory buildings (p. 4-8).



Subsection 4.3 Specific Requirements (Continued)

This proposed amendment clarifies that the regulations in 4.3.5 referred to here are 
specifically setback regulations and this is being clarified (p. 4-9).



SECTION 5. GENERAL REGULATIONS

The language modifies restaurant parking requirements as a result of the new 
restaurant use requirements passed in fall 2023. Specifically, the new language reduces 
the parking requirements for restaurants from 1 space per 2 person seating capacity to 
1 space per 4 person seating capacity. It also provides a multi-element means for 
determining whether appropriate parking is available to the restaurant by allowing 
them to add: on-site current or planned parking, on street parking within a certain 
distance to the restaurant, and potential leased off-street spaces, if available. If a 
combination of these three sources still does not add up to the new required number, 
then the applicant may seek relief via special permit with the ZBA (p. 5-1 and 5-2)

Subsection 5.1 Off-Street Parking


