












To the Zoning Board of Appeals 
October 3, 2010 
 
RE: Request for Unit Change at Belmont Uplands 
 
 
Below is what DHCD regulations say about "a substantial change".  The full regulations are at 
http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/source/mass/cmr/760cmr.html 760 CMR 56 see 56.07(4). 

 
(c) The following matters generally will be substantial changes: 

1. An increase of more than 10% in the height of the building(s); 
2. An increase of more than 10% in the number of housing units proposed; 
3. A reduction in the size of the site of more than 10% in excess of any decrease in the number 

of housing units proposed; 
4. A change in building type (e.g., garden apartments, townhouses, high-rises); or 
5. A change from one form of housing tenure to another. 

 
(d) The following matters generally will not be substantial changes: 

1. A reduction in the number of housing units proposed; 
2. A decrease of less than 10% in the floor area of individual units; 
3. A change in the number of bedrooms within individual units, if such changes do not  alter the 

overall bedroom count of the proposed housing by more than 10%; 
4. A change in the color or style of materials used; or 
5. A change in the financing program under which the Applicant plans to receive a  Subsidy, if 

the change affects no other aspect of the proposal. 
 
We focused on the change in the unit mix, as that is all the information you furnished us in terms of 
proposed changes.  A quick calculation shows that the change in BR sizes does not alter the overall 
bedroom count of the proposed housing at all: there are still 418 total. 
 

Approved #BR  Proposed #BR  
Studio 20  0  0  0  
1BR 156  156  194  194  
2BR 107  214  88  176  
3BR 16  48  16  48  
SUM 299  418   298  418 
 
So bedroom mix change wouldn't be considered a substantial change.  We are sorry to see even fewer 
units of a size for families, or even -- in this economic climate -- of a size to be shared by young single 
individuals. However, we do not see this as meeting the definition of substantial change set forth in the 
regulations. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond, 
 
Judie Feins 
(for the Housing Trust) 

http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/source/mass/cmr/760cmr.html

