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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and

/

evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

418 Common Street is one of the handsomest Dutch Colonial examples
in the Cushing Square-Payson Park area. It exhibits features
characteristic of the style (gambrel roof with large shed dormer, 3 bay
facade, hooded center entry with sidelights and columns flanked by
bay windows, exterior gable-end chimney, symmetrical one-stary wings
and brick and wood shingle exterior wall sladding) and can be placed

approximately in the middle years of its popularity.
Its generous size and highly visible location as well as its survival

‘in essentially original condition (balustrades on wings, original

leaders, etc. remain) add to its merit.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the Tole owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

The architect and first owner of 418 Common Street was a local °
builder, R.C. Stevens, active in Belmont in the 1920s. Dutch Colonial
was a style often chosen by Mr. Stevens as well as local home buyers.
(See another Stevens example at 38 Hillside Terrace.) 418 Common &treet,
although infill housing on a major thoroughfare, reflects a style
popular for contemporary neighborhood building as well.
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