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‘ic Name NA

iriginal Sin_gl}e family dwelling_

‘resent Same

ship: X Private individual
Private organization

Public

Jriginal owner Henry McGahey

IPTION:
1922
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Indicate north.
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Recorded by Marcia M. Cini

Organization Boston University

Date

5-5 spPRUCE,

Source Card file-Town Engineer's

Stylemmigue "urban® form Office
Architecfpyilder Henry McGahey

Exterior wall fabric Brick with wood tr
. and inset tile

Outbuildings Garage

)( Major alterations (with dates)

Moved No Date
6320 sq. £t.

Approx. acreage

Setting On a typical, casually land-

scaped development lot in one of the

September 1982

earlier sections of Payson Park

(Stanle additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This single family home is unique in Belmont and probably elsewhere.
Its flat-roofed urban form clearly sets it apart from its neighbors.
However, it does share some characteristics of its contemporaries:

3 bay facade, use of brick with wood trim,southerly bay projection,

- modest set back with a set of steps leading to a full-width front
porch, and a detached garage at the rear property line. Built as a
retirement home for a waalthy Irishman who had made his fortune
putting up brick tenements in Boston, it was constructed with the
greatest attention to detail. Notable are the carefully laid bricks,
inset accent tiles, and handsome matching garage.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners Played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

34 Oak Avenue represents one man's private vision, shaped by his own
experience, of the ideal suburban home for his retirement. Although
its uniqueness undoubtedly caused comment among the owners of the pre-
existing, primarily Colonial Revival, Oak Avenue homes, its builder
must be commended for insisting on a high quality home exactly to
his liking.

Note: For folklore about the McGahey family, see the Gould interview
cited below.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Interview with Miss Elizabeth Gould as found in Belmont Room papers
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The MeGaney House, 34 Oak Avenus Balmnont

The rlat-roorad, red brisk house at 34 Oak ave, was builg
absat the time of Werig War 1 by an elderly Irishman Ramed
HoGakhey, He Rad made 4 32al) rertuns as a builder, Putting up
brisk torexents 1y Bosten, During mest of his 1ire ke never

®Arried, walking nia 2ome with twe old-saig sisters, When ke

Bouses in Belmont, ene for bimself on 02k Ave,, ang the other
fer kiz twe sizters on Linden St, He bought g 8ar 3nd hiz wire

learned te drive, Everyone resented the tonement style eof uia

WasrR't a goed Ariver ef tue *ar, but she Rever had any trouble
with it.. In a few Years My, VeGahey ang the sisters died withinp
2 shert time of one another, loaving Nra, McGahey Yery well mre-
vided fep, Thexn 2leng esame an irnsurane, Salesman whe offered to
drive her $2r'. He was 5 Seutherner whe said ke Wa3s homesiek,
She waja leneseme ang 8he teek him in as » ledger, pm, offerad to
inveat her‘money for her ang 3ald ke'a Hake her a riek weman,

Ho ealled ker Mother, Gradually he Persusded hor to take in his
brother, ang between them, in twe or three Jears, they Tlessod
her of oVerythaing ske haa fnd she solg the house te Pay bilils,
She went te the YOURZ men's heme dewn Seouth and worked as 4

servant for their nother, :
As teld by Miss Elizabetn Gould



