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Assessor’s Number  USGS Quad  Area(s)  Form Number

45-87 Baston BT BLM.157
North

Town/City:  Belmont

Place: (reighborhood or village).

Address: 291 Brighton Street
Historic Name: Thaddeus Frost House
Uses: Present:  single famity dwelling
Original: single family dwelling
Date of Construction: 1827
Source: Betts, p. 255
Style/Form: Federal
Architect/Builder: unknown

Exterior Material:
Foundation:  granite, concrete

Wall/Trim:  wood clapboards

Roof: asphait shingle

Outhuildings/Secondary Structures:
garage (1946)

Major Alterations (with dates):

Condition: good
Moved: no[Xd  yes[1 Date:
Acreage: 12,486 SF

Setting: former farmland now surrounded by post World
War I houses

12112 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.
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] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checked, you must atiach v completed National Register Criteria Statement form.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community,

Located at the southeast corner of Brighton Street and Arthur Road, 271 Brighton Street is a 2 ¥-story, 5 x 2 bay, side-gabled
dwelling. The center entrance displays a modest Federal-style entry. The molded surround features a semi-elliptical arch
spanning above the front door which is flanked by partial sidelights with small cornerblocks. The house is outlined by simple
cornerboards and the eaves display shallow returns on the gable ends. The windows contain double-hung wooden sash in a
six-over-six configuration, with molded surrounds and flanked by wooden shutters. Only the east chimney remains on the main
block.

Extending behind the east pari of the main house block is a two-story ell. There Is a secondary entrance toward the rear of the
east elevation. It is capped by a ca. 1870 door hood. According to research published by local historian Mrs. Frank French in
1673, the rear ell includes a fireplace with original crane and Dutch oven. A hardwood ice chest, dating from the mid 19t
century, and originally used tc store produce to be sent to market was located in the kitchen at that time.

The house occupies a fevel lot with a 20" century picket fence extending along the Brighton Street and Arthur Road frontage. A
paved driveway extends along the southeast side of the house, terminating at a fwo-car, side-gabled garage constructed in
1946.

The Thaddeus Frost House is significant as one of the few surviving examples of Federal-style residential construction in
Belmont.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local {or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.

This house is of interest for its associations with the locally-important Frost family as well as its associations with the market
gardening industry active in the Winnbrook section of Belmont from the late 19" century through World War 1.  The Frost family
were early settlers who owned property in what is now Belmont back to the early 1700s. Thaddeus C. Frost (1796-1884) was
born in Watertown, the son of Amos Frost and Lydia Bemis. He was also the nephew of Capt. Stephen Frost and the grandson
of Capt. Ephraim Frost, both of whom were Revolutionary War heroes. Thaddeus was born in Cambridge and at the age of 11
became a member of the West Cambridge Musical Society.

Thaddeus Frost married Abigail Locke in 1827 and this house was buil at that time. He was a farmer. The couple had six
daughters and two sons. By the time of the 1880 Census Thaddeus was an 84-year old widower, living here with his son
George, daughter Margaret, a nurse and several farm laborers. When Thaddeus Frost died in 1884 ownership of his sixteen
acre parcel passed to his son, George A. Frost. After George Frost died in 1890, Varnum Frost purchased the property for
$3,500 at auction,

Cornelius and Isabelfla Bresnan bought the property in 1899 and continued the farming tradition. In 1810 the Census indicates
that the couple was living here with their five children between the ages of 13 and 25, a sister-in-law, and three hired farm
laborers. “Boston Market Celery” was cultivated on the site.  Mrs, Bresnan died in 1931, followed by Mr. Bresnan in 1941.

Charles Trenholm, a local real estate man (Belmont Hill Trust) purchased the property in 1943, In 1944 Trenholm sold the

house and 12,486 SF of land fo Richard and Jessie Rablin (Book 6768, Page 405). Richard Rablin worked as a statistician. In
1945 and 1946 the Rablins filed a building permit for the construction of a two car garage to be built by Sam Alcock.
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The remainder of the original Thaddeus Frost farm was subdivided in 1946; Arthur Road was cut through in 1947.  The Rablins
owned the house at 291 Brighton Street until 1965 when it was purchased by Athena Mclnnis (Book 10872, Page 170).
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:
B Individually eligible [ Eligible only in a historic district

£ Contributing to a potential historic district [ Potential historic district

Criteriaz: X A O B K ¢ O D

Criteria Considerations: [1 A O B OO Cc Obp O E OF O ¢

Statement of Significance by Lisa Mausolf
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The Thaddeus Frost House is eligible for listing in the National Register under Criteria A and C on the local level.
Under Criterion A, the house is significant for its associations with the locally prominent Frost family as well as its
associations with the market gardening active in the Winnbrook section of Belmont from the third quarter of the 19%
century through World War II.  Under Criterion C, the house is significant as one of the few surviving examples of
Federal-style residential construction in Belmont,

Continuation sheet 3
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What is a Local Historic District (LHD)?

i R

5 A tool to help protect bulldmgs and propertles that 5
‘are hlstorlcally and archltecturally agmfrcant '

ff = Does not freeze house or property m tlme provzdesj
tools to manage change over time. L

. A LHD provrdes more protectlon than the demo- |
'_;-,;__'delay bylaw which only delays demohtlon An LHD
~ providesa desrgn review process when any exterior
~ changes are proposed that are visible from a pubhc |
'..'_.;'-__.f_way and can also prevent demohtron o

= Does not affect changes to abutter’s :property




Creating a Local l{élamﬁe District @_JH m

. Local HlStOI‘ic Dlstrlcts are allowed through MA General Laws
e ,.Slngle bllll(lll’l S may become a local lnstorlc dlstrlct through L
e '_'Chapter 40C, Section 3: “The buildings, structures or sites to be mcluded
-+ inthepr oposed historic district may consist of one or more parcels of land, -
_Or one or more. burldmgs or structures on one ormore parcels or Iots of land "
Steps to create a local hrstorlc dlstrlct (LHD) S oy
v __Nommatron ofa hlStOl‘lC resource - o o
- v Local Historic District Study Commlttee formed (LHDSC ;
v LHDSC conducted research and public outreach L
~ LHDSC prepared Prehmmary Study Report : '
e 'P_rellmrnary Study Report submitted to Mass Hrstomcal Comrmssron (MHC)
~MHC: recommended creatlon of LHD m letter dated 12/ 18 / 17 P
v Public hearmg held L G
a Meetwith approprlate town commrttees and boards to dlscuss amendment of bylaw
soim 'I‘own Meetmg vote: (2/3 majonty) T SN
o Attorney General review’ o
‘0 Ifapproved by Attorney General,

LHD may be oreated

3

% @ &

istricts in Belmont

Local Historie |

@l _'Belmont currently has _3 _l _' c_al' lllStOI‘lC dtstr:tcts Pleasant

'.:?-.'*:'local hlstorlc dlstrlcts' for example, Wellesley currently has




Thaddeus Frost House Local Historie District
291 Brighton %iz }e‘l, Behmont MA

Thaddeus Frost House Local Historic District
291 Brighton Street, Belmont MA

. 3_':Arch'tectural Slgmﬁcance

o Theec. 1805 Thaddeus Frost house is one of the few remainin examples of
. Federal-period archltecture in Belmont that sumves wrtu y unchanged

Features include: :
five bay, 21/2 story, 2 story ell
clapboard structure o
- foundation of field stone covered by bnck _ : ' S
" modest: sniehght entry with simple corner boards. and hntels L

: g':s “The house retains many origlnal 1nter1or elements, although the mtenor 1s not _" L
: covered na: H_ = S '

e Owned by three _members of the Frost famlly, Who were promment cmzens of e
 Watertown, Arllngton and Belmont. -

One of the last surviving ‘homes: that was orlgmall part ofa sn(teen acre farm

This: house and farm was once part of Belmont s ourlshmg market garden
industry. :

One of the last farms to be subdmded for reSIdenUal development in Belmont. i




Thaddeus %“{}@;‘E Hmuee Le:; cal Hz%’mm E} 18t
201 Brighton Street, Belmont MA

805 Federal-style farmhouse ™
161900 View shomng ell and shed eimont Cltlzen, September 20, 1973, page

Thaddeus Frost House Local Historic District
201 Brighton Street, Belmont MA

i '_“County Aﬂas of Mlddiesex, Massachusetts” S e Atlas of Mlddlesex County, Behnont Plate Geo e
" Plate 100 detail, F.W. :Beers, 1875: : LW, Stadly & Co.;




Thaddeus Frost House Local Historie Digtrict
2g1 Brighton Street, Belmont MA

C 194 View of house with new garage and new house bullt on the mght.

" Courtesy of the Belmont Historical Soc1ety : : i
“Verso.of photo reads: “Property of Mr, & Mrs. RJchard Lormg Rab]m bought
by them 1944. frcm Mr. Chas, Trenholm Bmlt circa 1802—1808 'Beca.me a:-
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Thaddeus Frost House Local Historie District
291 Brighton Street, Belmont MA
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'thena M(:Inms current owner of 291 Bmghton St e
s Belmont Historical Society: Elizabeth Glbson
- Viktoria Haase, Debbie Rosales,  Audrey Martin

_; « Belmont Ofﬁce of Communlty Development
- Spencer Gober a5

__@ f_MlddleseX County Reglstry of Deeds Rlchard
= -_-Foscarota L
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Arhngton J ean Smlth

. % Cambrldge Hlstorlcal Commlssmn Samantha
~ Elliott -

- fCambrldge Hlstorxcal Soc1ety Maggie Hoffman
_-Beh’ﬂont Pubhc lerary i




