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Town of Belmont 

Select Board 

Virtual meeting on Zoom 

Thursday, March 26, 2020 

6:00pm 

CALL TO ORDER: 

A meeting of the Select Board was called to order at 6:00pm by Chair Tom Caputo. Vice Chair Adam Dash 

and Select Board member Roy Epstein were present. Town Administrator Patrice Garvin was present. The 

meeting was conducted on Zoom and open to the public by remote participation only via Zoom or 

conference call, as per the Governor's suspension of portions of the Open Meeting Law due to the COVID-

19 situation. Caputo reviewed instructions for how to access the meeting remotely. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

[None.] 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS FROM TOWN RESIDENTS: 

[None.] 

ACTION BY CONSENT: 

COVID-19 update and discussion 

Caputo began with some introductory remarks: The Town sought to continue to provide essential services 

while maintaining health and safety of residents and Town employees. All Town buildings are currently 

closed to the public. At a recent meeting, the School Committee had formally recognized Governor Baker's 

order to continue school closings until at least May 4, 2020. With respect to construction activities, the 

Town was following all guidance from the Governor in continuing projects within Belmont. Respective 

Building Committees and Town Administration would continue to operate, maintain a high level of 

oversight and ensure safety protocols are in place. Caputo acknowledged this was a challenging time; he 

thanked Town and School employees for their work in maintaining essential services, and urged residents 

to help flatten the curve by observing social distancing and other recommended measures. 

Wes Chin (Director, Health Department) gave a brief update on the status of COVID-19 cases in Belmont. 

At present there were 9 confirmed cases, 13 individuals currently undergoing monitoring/quarantine, and 

24 recovered cases. Chin stressed that numbers reported from the Department of Public Health likely do 

not reflect the actual spread of the virus in the community, due to limited availability of testing. Epstein 

highlighted a recent donation of 30k face masks from the Belmont Chinese American Association. 

Garvin provided an update from Town Administration: 

Closures/restrictions currently in place: schools; daycare providers; Town playgrounds, courts, 

fields; Town Hall complex and other Town Buildings including Library, Beech Street Center; 
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