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CALL TO ORDER 

SELECT BOARD EMERGENCY JOINT MEETING WITH BOARD OF HEALTH 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021 

REMOTE MEETING 

8:00 AM 

A joint meeting of the Select Board was called to order at 8:00 am by Chair Adam Dash. Vice Chair Roy 

Epstein and Select Board member Mark Paolillo were present, along with Town Administrator Patrice 

Garvin, Director of Health Department Wes Chin, and Town Counsel George Hall. Chair of the Belmont 

Board of Health Donna David, and Board of Health members Adrienne Allen, and Julie Lemay also 

attended the joint meeting. 

[A joint meeting with the Select Board was called to order by Chair of Board of Health, Donna David.] 

ACTION BY CONSENT 

• Adam Dash announced that this emergency meeting was convened for discussion and possible

vote on a revised mask policy for the Town of Belmont. Dash reported that at the last Select

Board meeting, the members voted to require masks in all Town buildings, mandated remote

town meetings and strongly encouraged masks in private settings in other indoor public places.

• Donna David said that the recent communication from Governor Baker leaves it up to the cities

and towns to mandate rules regarding the COVID-19 virus and variants.

• Wes Chin stated that as of this morning, there have been 1,181 positive COVID-19 cases since

the beginning of the pandemic. In the last week, Belmont added 14 positive cases. There has

been a steady trend towards an uptick of cases since the beginning of July 2021. He said he is

not aware of any hospitalizations or deaths in that same period. Half of the infections are with

residents who have already been fully vaccinated. Chin said based on CDC metrics, Middlesex

County is in the Orange Zone. The metric for being in the Orange Zone is 50 cases per 100K or a

% positivity of 5% of all tests done. Belmont currently has 44 positive cases.

• Donna David explained that the Delta variant is much more contagious that other strains and

the general Commonwealth of Massachusetts is trending toward a Red Zone classification.

• Dash said that the Board of Health, Health Department, Town Administration and schools have

been working very closely to monitor the potential of reinstating a mask mandate. Town

buildings now require masks, and committee meetings are now required to be held remotely.

This emergency meeting has been called to decide whether we want to mandate masks in other

public places. He feels that sensitivity towards business activity has to be taken into

consideration.

• Town Counsel, George Hall, spoke towards the legal issues. Hall said that it is his

recommendation for the Select Board to endorse a Belmont health order that is signed by both

the Select Board and the Board of Health. He said the main question is which authority we want

to cite. He stated that he would like the order to cite MGL Chapter 111, Section 31 because

MGL Chapter 111, Section 104 is too broad in the current climate. This is not the same level of
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