
SELECT BOARD JOINT MEETING WITH WARRANT COMMITTEE, FINANCIAL TASK FORCE II AND SCHOOL 

COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2021 

REMOTE MEETING 

7:00 PM 

Update on the recent COVID-19 federal relief package and other financial model projections. 

Laurie Slap, Chair of Warrant Committee, called the Warrant Committee to order. Andrea Prestwich 

called the School Committee to order. Roy Epstein called the Select Board to order. Tom Caputo called 

the Financial Task Force II to order. 

The goal of tonight's joint meeting is to review the American Rescue Plan Act passed on March 11, 2021. 

[Tom Caputo, Supt. Phelan and Patrice Garvin will be doing slide presentations.] 

Update of Federal COVID grant and Massachusetts state aid, presentation by Tom Caputo: 

• The new federal relief package covers a period of three years until December 31, 2024. The US

Treasury is providing guidance. Belmont's funds come through the State.

• The fund includes $7.6M in a COVID stability fund for town and schools and $1M for secondary

and elementary school emergency relief.

• The Finance Secretariat said that these funds should not be used for override.

• There are four major funding points of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021:

1) To respond to pandemic and its negative impacts

2) For premium pay to eligible workers during the pandemic

3) For the provision of government services lost during the pandemic

4) To make necessary investments in water, sewer and broadband.

• The school funding is broken down by 80% for general support and 20% for learning loss.

• The town went through an exercise during budget analyses to determine loss of revenue due to

COVID. The town estimates lost revenue to be $700K to $1M for operating budget. These

expenses were not included in our FY22 budget.

• Belmont could potentially use the sewer, water and Broadband infrastructure funds. But sewer

and water are enterprise funds so the revenue and costs have to balance each year. The funds

could be used to benefit rate increases in the future but can't help operating budget.

• Slide showed the breakdown of FY22 revenue lost to COVID.

Elementary and secondary emergency relief fund Ill (ESSER Ill), presentation by Supt. Phelan 

• There is $1M for the schools in the relief fund.

• Since August the schools have been compiling a "COVID parking lot" outside the FY22 budget.

Supt. Phelan said he anticipates conducting academic recovery during the summer and
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