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SELECT BOARD JOINT MEETING WITH THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2021 

REMOTE MEETING 

7:00 PM 

A joint meeting of the Select Board and School Committee was called to order at 7:00 pm. Chair Epstein 
called the Select Board to order. Catherine Bowen called the School Committee to order. Tom Caputo, 
Adam Dash and members of School Committee were present. Town Administrator Patrice Garvin, 
Assistant Town Manager Jon Marshall, Director of Community Development Glenn Clancy, and Director 
of DPW Jay Marcotte were also present. 

[Deferring community announcements and notes approval until later time in meeting.] 

ACTION BY CONSENT 

Legislative Update with Senator Will Brownsberger and Representative Dave Rogers 

• Senator Brownsberger announced that the Federal government has released a new relief
package called American Rescue Plan Act 2021. The town may be eligible to get up to $8.6M in
aid from federal government with funding released from State. This aid comes with restrictions
on use and is essentially for broadly defined, COVID related issues. The town will need to look
carefully at the eligibility criteria and see how it translates to our needs. Also, Chapter 70 may
be funded above the previous estimate by the governor. There are other things to discuss
regarding New Zoning Law and Stretch Code, but this can be done on a less busy night.

Epstein opened public hearing at 7:05 on Location Petition Request from National Grid for Work Order 

#90000207671 -School Street. Motion to Jay National Grid work order request #90000207671 on the 

table. Motion approved by 3-0. 

[Epstein said we will return to public hearing after the discussion about relief package has completed.] 

• Representative Dave Rogers said that $1M is targeted to schools in the relief package. They are
still finalizing regulations on how money can be spent. The funding is earmarked in specific
ways, but is a welcome development. He added that the State budget is in reasonably good
shape based on modeling forecasts. Revenue was predicted to fall $6M to $7M, but that hasn't
happened.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO BROWNSBERGER AND ROGERS: 

Bill Anderson asked when do we expect the funding to be released? What are restrictions? 

• Brownsberger answered that the 1st installment ($7.6M for Town) would be released within 90
days, and the 2"' half comes 12 months after that. Limitations of use:

o 1) broad response to negative economic impacts of COVID (aid to small businesses,
households, etc.);

o 2) premiums to eligible workers responding to COVID;
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