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CALL TO ORDER 

SELECT BOARD SPECIAL MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 2021 

5:30 PM 

REMOTE MEETING 

A special meeting of the Select Board was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chair Adam Dash. Vice Chair 

Roy Epstein and member Mark Paolillo were present, along with Town Administrator Patrice Garvin and 

Assistant Town Administrator Jon Marshall. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

[NONE] 

ACTION BY CONSENT 

Discussion and vote on Select Board positions for Warrant Articles and Amendments for Special Town 

Meeting 

[There are no amendments]. 

Discussion and vote on Select Board positions for Warrant Articles and Amendments for Annual Town 

Meeting 

Article 10 amendment 

There are now 2 amendments submitted to Article 10. 

• Judith Feinleib, Ralph Jones and Tommasina Olson submitted an amendment to Article 10.

Judith Feinleib said their intent was to create an Article that would not offend any groups and

which would establish August 9th as Indigenous People's Day.

• Judith Feinleib read Article 10 comments made by Ralph Jones:

This amendment intends to establish an Indigenous People's Day that does not offend Italian

Americans. This amendment doesn't absolve Columbus of his injustices. Its intent is to honor

Italian Americans. The amendment asks Belmont to establish August 9th as Indigenous People's

Day. This is the same date as the UN Indigenous People's Day established in 1982.

• Judith Feinleib said that Italian Americans are our 2nd largest group in Belmont. We have to look

at the context of when the holiday was created. In 1924 there were nationality quotas and

Italians were fighting against that. The purpose of this amendment is to reach a compromise.

She suggests changing the name of the Columbus Day holiday to Italian American Heritage Day.

• Tommasina Olson said that the point of the amendment was to respond to the incendiary

language of Article 10. She feels the language of the article could cause resentment. She would

like to see the community come together, the same way they did for Payson Park. She stated
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