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BELMONT HISTORIC COMMISSION 
 

 
 
 
Applicant Statement 
 
Landscape restoration project (deferred maintenance).  Replace in kind / paint to match 
various existing rotted landscape timber retaining walls with 6x8 railroad ties to match 
existing or 6x8 pressure treated landscape timbers.  Regrade and step existing high wall 
to meet code..  See scope photos, plot plan, site section attached. 
 
I walked the property and the proposed work with Carl Solander and he had no 
objections to the proposed work. 
 
Reason for the Proposed Changes 
 
Deterioration of existing wood due to age of structure.  Routine maintenance. 
 
Will This Affect Abuttors? 
 
No.  See communications from abuttors attached. 
 
HDC Objectives and Standards 
 
The project will restore the property to its former condition which is consistent with the 
objectives and standards of the Historic District Commission. 
 
Photographs 
 
See photographs attached. 
 
Manufacturers’ Product Literature 
 
None required. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Christopher Hugh Ripman               AIA 
President 
RIPMAN LIGHTING CONSULTANTS 

























SCOPE 
 
 
Scope 8 - replace existing railroad tie retaining walls around house.  Replace and terrace to meet code 
existing wall above lower garden.  Remove and replace wire trellis northwest corner of house mounted to 
ties.  Remove and reinstall (if wood is sound - if not, rebuild with new to match) cedar walkways north and 
east sides of house as required for access to ties.  Dispose of old ties off site.  
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Ripman Residence 
711 Pleasant Street 
Belmont Ma 
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From: Rachel Trousdale
To: Chris Ripman
Subject: Re: 711 Historic District Application
Date: Sunday, March 26, 2023 5:47:56 PM

Hi Chris,

Of course. We have no objections to maintenance!

Best wishes,
Rachel

> On Mar 25, 2023, at 9:46 AM, Chris Ripman <Chris@ripmanlighting.com> wrote:
>
> Good morning!
>
> I am working to put together applications for two repair projects at 711.  The applications are due to the HDC by
end of day Monday.  One is for deferred facade maintenance, replacing limited rotted trim and siding and most of
the front porch and the trellis over the deck and the rear gutters, in kind, and paint to match.  No design changes.
The second is to replace the railroad tie walls on the property which are also deteriorating, with either railroad ties
(getting harder to get) or similar 6x8 landscape timbers.
>
> If you have no objections, I think it would help expedite review by the HDC if you could send me an email to that
effect in time to include it with the applications Monday. I have one to that effect from Romain and Julie.
>
> Happy to meet this weekend and walk you through the proposed work if that would be helpful.
>
> Please give me a call at your convenience if you have questions or would like to review the proposed work.
>
> Best regards and thanks!
>
> Chris
>
> Sent from my iPhone. Please forgive creative interventions by Siri.
>
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