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Overview of Belmont Community Path
 Questionnaire

•

 

Questionnaire posted using online SurveyMonkey

 

service
•

 

Questionnaire

 

promoted widely throughout Belmont
–

 

Announced via newspapers, community email lists, Town 
webpage, Town department heads and committee chairs, 
Town Meeting members

–

 

BMLD mailings to all residents
–

 

Hardcopies available at library and accepted by Office of 
Community Development (~20 received)

–

 

1,500 responses over 3-month period from Feb. to May 2013
–

 

1,050+ responses from Belmont
•

 

Questionnaire content
–

 

Asked questions about support level, trail features, how used, 
rail-with-trail concept

–

 

Open-ended questions elicited over 1000 written responses

CPAC performed significant

 

publicity

 

and outreach to 
Community for

 

this Questionnaire
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Questionnaire Questions
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Questions in SurveyMonkey
 

Questionnaire (1 of 5)

Minuteman Bikeway,
Arlington, MA
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Questions in SurveyMonkey
 

Questionnaire (2 of 5)

Minuteman Bikeway,
Arlington, MA
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Questions in SurveyMonkey
 

Questionnaire (3 of 5)
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Questions in SurveyMonkey
 

Questionnaire (4 of 5)
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Questions in SurveyMonkey
 

Questionnaire (5 of 5)
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Questionnaire Results
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Results: Support for Belmont Community Path

Community overall very supportive of path as indicated by 
small margin of error (±

 

3%) in responses
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Results: How People Want to Use a 
Community Path

Wide spectrum of desired uses for Community Path
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Results: How Often People use Off-Road Trails

Approximately 60% of respondents would likely use an 
off-road community path on a weekly basis
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Results: Desired Features for Community Path

Primary desired features are Off-Road Route, Access to 
Other Paths, and Access to Alewife and Other Transit
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Community Path Questionnaire:
 Rail-with-Trail

Majority of people accept rail-with-trail approaches
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Open Ended Questions 
First 526 Answers (Scored by Two Independent 

Analysts)

•
 

Nearly
 

half the respondents answered Q8/Q9
•

 
We scored respondents as “Highly

 
Enthusiastic”

 
if 

mentioned:
–

 

Advantages

 

of a

 

Path

 

(e.g., economic or social benefit to 
town, families, children, commuters) 

–

 

Frustration

 

with delays or progress
–

 

Desire

 

for high quality path (i.e., don’t

 

scrimp)
–

 

Success

 

of other paths and trails
–

 

Positive slogans

 

(Get

 

it done, thank you, do it now, high 
time, great idea !!!, CAPS, upbeat)
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Open-Ended Questions

•
 

We scored respondent  as “Highly Critical”
 

if 
mentions
–

 

Being against a Path

 

"on

 

Channing

 

Road”

 

or “behind a

 house”
–

 

Legal

 

implications
–

 

Being against a Path

 

because of strong concerns

 

(e.g., 
railroad safety, cost, crime)

•
 

CPAC has discussed all the issues and concerns 
identified in this category of responses
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Summary of Open-Ended
 

Responses

Mixed Reaction
1% Highly 

Enthusiastic
64%

Straightforward 
Suggestion

26%

Highly Critical
9%

Majority of open-ended feedback strongly in favor of Community Path
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Word Map for "Specific Suggestions" in Open-
 Ended

 
Responses
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Word Map for "General Comments" in Open-
 Ended

 
Responses
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Voices of Belmont:
 Where Questionnaire Responses Came From
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Voices of Greater Community:
 Where Questionnaire Responses Came From
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Questionnaire Summary and Conclusions

•

 

Strong public support for potential Belmont Community Path
•

 

Wide range of uses for Path
–

 

Primary uses would be walking, recreational/commuting

 

cycling
•

 

Current use of other trails indicates Path

 

would be worthwhile

 
investment by

 

Town
•

 

Primary desired features for Path
–

 

Off-road routes
–

 

Access to other trails
–

 

Access to Alewife and other transit
•

 

Majority of people accept rail-with-trail concept
•

 

Analysis of

 

open-ended responses reveals

 

community

 

eager

 

to 
see Community

 

Path built
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