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ARTICLE XXVI

SECTION 1 - DEFINITIONS

Lot

A lot is the whole area of a single parcel of land
under one ownership. Whenever such a parcel is di-
vided on a plan which has been placed on file at the
Middlesex South Registry of Deeds at Cambridge the
term lot as used in this By-Law shall mean a lot as
shown on such plan.

Block

A block is an area of land of one or more lots,
bounded by streets or ways, but with no streets or
ways within the area.

Dwelling

A building containing one or more dwelling units
separated by side yards from any other structure or
structures except accessory buildings.

Dwelling Unit

A group of rooms designed or occupied as a habi-
table residence for a family with facilities used or
intended to be used for living, sleeping, cooking,
eating, and for bathroom use.

Family

One or more persons, including domestic employees,
occupying a dwelling unit and living as a single, non-
profit housekeeping unit; provided that if five or
more persons of the group occupying said dwelling
are not kindred to each other, as defined by civil
law, they shall not be deemed to constitute a family.
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Added

June 11, 1973
Approved

Oct. 23, 1973
Posted

Oct 26, 1973

Added

June 14, 1973
Approved

Oct. 23, 1973
Posted

Oct. 26, 1973

Floor Area Ratio

Ratio of gross building floor area to the area of
the lot upon which the building stands. Area of
"basement” as defined in Section 3-I of the Building
Code is included in the gross floor area, but area
of "cellar" as defined therein is not included.

Townhouse

A row of three (3) or more attached one-family
dwelling units, which comprise a continuous structure
not more than two rooms deep. Each dwelling unit
within a Townhouse shall have its own independent
entrance to and from the exterior. Dimensional re-
quirements for Townhouses shall be in accordance with

the regulations for Planned Development Areas as set

forth in Section 5B of this zoning by-law.



Article XXVI
Cont.

Amended
June 11, 1973

Approved
Oct 23, 1973

Posted
Oct 26, 1973

SECTION 2 - DISTRICTS
(a) The Town of Belmont is hereby divided into ten
classes of districts: single residence A districts,
single residence B districts, single residence C
districts, general residence districts, local busi-
ness I districts, local business II districts, local
business III districts, general business districts,
parking lot districts, and apartment house districts,
as shown on the Zoning Map dated March 14, 1955 as
amended, which accompanies this By-Law and is hereby
declared to be part hereof, a copy of which is on

file with the Town Clerk.

(b) The boundaries between districts are, unless
otherwise indicated, the center lines of such streets,
alleys, parkways or railroads through which the
boundary lines run. Unless otherwise specified, a
boundary line within a block less than 200 feet wide
is a median line between the street lines of said
block. Where a block is 200 feet or more in width,
the boundary line between districts as indicated
shall be 100 feet from the less restricted side of

the block.

(c) Where a district boundary line divides a single
lot at the time of the adoption of such line, the reg-
ulation for the less restricted portion of such lot
shall extend to the entire lot, but not more than
thirty feet within the boundary line of the more re-

stricted district,provided,however, that where any one
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Cont.

Amended

March 16, 1970
Approved

July 9, 1970
Posted

July 19, 1970
in accordance
with Chap 40,
Sec 32

Amended
April 5, 1927
Approved

Aug. 3, 1927
Published
Sept. 17,24
and Oct 1,
1927

lot lies in two districts but has no frontage on a
street in the less restricted district, said entire
lot shall be subject to the requirements of the more

restricted district.

(d) Chimneys, spires, towers and other projections
not used for human occupation may extend above the

height limitations herein fixed.

(e) No lot shall be so reduced that the dimensions
of any of the open space, street frontage or the

lot area shall be smaller than herein prescribed.

(f) No lot, building or structure of any kind with-
in the town shall be erected or used for the follow-
ing purposes: The excavation of clay for the manufact-
ure of bricks or other like clay products, the
slaughtering of animals, including stock yards, fat
rendering, manufacture of fertilizer, gelatine, glue,
grease, lard, tallow, socap: rendering of any descrip-
tion, incineration or reduction of dead animals,
garbage, offal, or refuse, except a municipal plant
authorized by law:; the manufacturing of matches, ex-
plosives, fireworks, firecrackers, gasoline, naptha,
petroleum, or the refining of these products includ-
ing the storage of the above products in tanks above
ground in quantities exceeding 2,000 gallons, or any

other industry injurious to the health, safety and

general welfare of the town.
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March 26, 1973
Approved
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Approved
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Adopted
March 14, 1955

Approved
April 21, 1955

Published
April 29, May 6
and 13, 1955

(g) No land within the Town shall be used as a
sand or gravel pit nor shall soil, loam, sand or
gravel be removed from any land except when incident-
al to the construction of a structure or accessory
use as authorized by this By~Law, without a permit
from the Building Inspector, which permit shall be
issued only with the prior approval of the Board of

Appeals.

(h) No building shall be constructed with a floor
area of the living space of less than 768 square feet
for a single~family dwelling or for each apartment of
a two-family dwelling, and no single~family dwelling
shall be constructed with a floor area of the living
space on the first floor thereof less than 600 square

feet.

(i) Between the property lines of intersecting
streets and a line joining points on such lines 20
feet distant from their point of intersection or, in
the case of a rounded corner, the point of intersec-
tion of their tangents, no building or structure in
any district may be erected, and no fence and no veg-
etation, except tree trunks, may be maintained or
allowed to remain between a height of 3 feet and 8
feet above the plane through their center line grades,
except that these provisions shall not apply to build-
ings or structures erected for a business use in a

A
business district.



Article XXVI

Cont.

(j) No billboard, sign or outdoor advertising
Added
Mar. 8, 1965 device shall be erected or maintained on a lot
Approved in a single or general residence district, except
May 7, 1965

that an owner or tenant occupying said lot may

Posted in
accordance with erect a sign thereon no larger than one hundred

Chap.40, Sec.32
and fifty (150) square inches upon which may be
written his name, address and profession and pro-
vided further that he may erect and maintain there-
on for a period not exceeding sixty (60) days a
temporary sign, no larger than thirty-six (36)
inches by thirty-six (36) inches, stating a warne
ing or advertising said lot for sale or rent. Any
lighting of a sign shall be non-flashing and shall
be shielded from shining upon adjacent property
or streets.

No billboard, sign or outdoor advertising device
shall be erected or maintained on a lot in a local
business, general business or parking lot district,
except one which is affixed flush to the surface of
a wall of a building and which does not project more
than six (6) inches outward or upward from the wall,
roof or facade of the building, without the approval

of the Board of Selectmen and a permit issued by



Article XXVI
Cont.

the Building Inspector. All billboards, signs, or
outdoor advertising devices requiring a permit
shall be of such dimensions and material as the
Board of Selectmen may prescribe and subject to
the following restrictions:

l. No Billboard, sign or outdoor advertising
device shall be erected or maintained which would
be detrimental to the character of the area in which
it is erected or maintained or would be harmful to
the public safety or public welfare.

2., No billboard, sign or outdoor advertising
device shall contain flashing, blinking or revolve
ing lights and all lighting shall be shielded from
shining upon adjacent property or streets. No bille
board, sign or other outdoor advertising device
shall be painted upon or affixed to any fence, rock,
pole or tree, nor painted or posted on the surface
of any wall without an intermediary removable sur=
face.

3. No sign or outdoor advertising device shall
project over a public sidewalk more than three (3)
feet nor shall such projecting sign or device be
less than ten (10) feet from the ground; provided,
however, that a metal or cloth awning, upon which
there is advertising, used primarily to protect the

building front and/or entrance from the weather may



Added
March 8, 1965

Approved
May 7, 1965

Posted in
accordance with
Chap 40, Sec 32

be seven and one~half (7%) feet from the ground

and may project over the sidewalk more than three
(3) feet but in no event be closer than two (2) feet
to the curb line.

4, No billboard, sign or outdoor advertising
device shall be larger than sixty-five (65) square
feet,

All billboards, signs or outdoor advertising
devices not requiring approval of the Board of
Selectmen and a permit from the Building Inspector
shall nevertheless conform to the restrictions set
forth in paragraphs 1 and 2 herein. If any of the
foregoing relating to outdoor advertising shall
violate the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 93,
Section 29=33 inclusive, as amended, or rules and
regulations of the OQutdoor Advertising Authority

such latter provisions shall control.

(k) swimming pools are declared to be structures,
subject to the provisions of Article XXII of the
By=-Laws of the Town of Belmont and are a permissible
use when such use is incidental to a residential
use within the Town; provided that said swimming
pools conform to the set~back, rear line and side
line requirements of the district in which said

pool is situated; and provided further, that:
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Article XXVI l. Every outdoor swimming pool shall be com~

Cont.
pletely surrounded at all times, whether or not
the same be filled with water, by a fence or wall
not less than four (4) feet in height. Each such
fence or wall shall be so constructed as not to
have openings, holes or spaces larger than four (4)
inches in any dimension except for doors and gates
and except for picket fences where the space be=
tween pickets shall not exceed four (4) inches:

2. All gates or doors opening through such enclo=-
sure shall be not less than four (4) feet in height
and shall be equipped with a selfe=closing and self-
latching device for keeping the gate or door securely
closed at all times when not in actual use, except
that the door of any dwelling which forms a part
of the enclosure need not be so equipped:

3. All lighting of an outdoor residential pool
or its enclosure shall be directed at the pool and
the light shall be shielded from shining upon any
street or adjoining property.

A permitted swimming pool is defined as an artie
ficial or semi-artificial receptacle capable of
containing a body of water, whether in or above
the ground, or created by artificial means from

a natural water course, and all appurtenances,



Article XXVI
Cont.

Added
March 8, 1965

Approved
May 7, 1965

Posted
May 13, 1965
in accordance
with Chap.40
Sec, 32

Added
March 16, 1970

Approved
July 9, 1970

Posted July 17,
1970 in accorde=
ance with Chap

40, Sec 32

equipment, appliances and other facilities for its
operation, maintenance or use, used or intended

to be used by the owner or tenant thereof and his
family, and by friends invited to use it without
payment of any fee, but not including portable or
other pools capable of containing a depth of water
not exceeding twenty-four (24) inches at any point.
(1) Open lot storage or parking of a boat, boat
trailer, house trailer, camping trailer, commercial
trailer, commercial vehicle, or an unregistered auto-
mobile, is prohibited in a single or general resi-
dence district unless in each case after a public
hearing by the Board of Appeals* fourteen (14) days
notice of which shall be twice published in a local
paper and a notice mailed to the last known address
of each owner of property within five hundred (500)
feet of the lot, the Board of Appeals shall rule
that said storage or parking will not be detri-
mental or injurious to the neighboarhood.

*See Section 8

(m) No land or lot shall be used for any purpose
except those specifically authorized for use of
building, structures or land in the respective

districts,.
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Article XXVI
Cont.

Amended

June 11, 1973

Approved
Ooct. 23, 1973

Posted
Oct. 26, 1973

in accordance
with Chap. 40
Sec. 32

Added

March 22, 1971

Approved
May 14, 1971

Posted
May 21, 1971

Added
June 11, 1973

Approved
Oct. 23, 1973

Posted
Octe. 206, 1973

Added
June 14, 1973

Approved
Oct. 23, 1973

Posted
Oct. 26, 1973

(n) The regulations on parking contained in Sec=
tion 4A paragraph (b) for Parking Lot Districts
shall be applicable to areas in all other districts
that are used for accessory parking of five or more

Carse

(o) loading or unloading shall not interfere with
public use of sidewalks, streets, or parking areas.
(p) no building shall be erected, altered or used
for any use which by reason of emission of odor,
dust, fumes, smoke, or noise, or from any other
cause, is injurious, noxious or offensive to a
neighborhood.

(q) Land in a local business district used for park-
ing, loading or storage purposes, when adjacent and
visible to land that is zoned and/or used for resi-
dential purposes, shall be screened from the view of
the residential area by a six (6) foot opaque fence,
wall, or evergreen hedge. When five or more parking
spaces are provided, the regulations as set forth

in Section 2 paragraph (n) will apply.

(r) Dwelling Group Requirements

Garden apartments and Townhouses (rowhouses) in
Planned Development Areas may be constructed as a

group of two or more separate dwelling structures

11



Article XXVI in single or common ownership, provided that such
Cont.,
a dwelling group conforms to the following condie
tions:

(1) Every dwelling in such a group shall front
either on a street or other permanent open space
at least thirty feet wide, or on a common yard or
outer court within the lot, The minimum dimension
of such a common yard, if flanked by buildings within
the group, shall be at least equal to the height of
the tallest flanking building but not less than forty
(40) feet. No structure, other than an unenclosed
shelter, fountain, or other ornamental feature shall
be erected in any such yard or court.

(2) The least distance between separate buildings
for dwelling purposes shall be not less than the
following:

(a) Between the front or rear of one building and
the front or rear of another building-the height of
the tallest building, but not less than forty feet.

(b) Between the front or rear of one building and
the end of another building, one=half the height of
the tallest building, but not less than thirty feet.

(c) Between the end of one building and the end of
another building=one~fifth the sum of the heights of

opposing buildings, but not less than twenty feet.
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Article XXVI (d) Between any part of any building, except as

Cont.
above provided, one=fifth the sum of the heights

of opposing buildings, but not less than twenty
feet.

This distance may be reduced to ten feet in case

the right angle projection of the wall of one builde
ing overlaps the wall of another building not more
than ten feet, provided there is no window in any
wall thus overlapped.

(3) The over-all length of a garden apartment or
townhouse structure shall not exceed two hundred
(200) feet between side yards or between permanent
openings at least eight (8) feet high and eight (8)
feet wide connecting front and rear yards at ground
level., No exterior wall shall exceed one hundred
(100) feet in length unless there is a lateral off
set of at least five (5) feet.

(4) An existing dwelling (or dwellings) may be ine
corporated in a building group provided that its
pPlacement is made to conform with all of the above
requirements and it is made to conform with the

Building Code requirements of the buildings in the

group.
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Article XXVI
Cont.

Amended

June 11, 1973
Approved

Oct. 23, 1973
Posted

Oct., 26, 1973
Amended

June 11, 1973
Approved

Oct. 23, 1973
Posted

Oct., 26, 1973
Amended

Mar. 8, 1965
Approved

May 7, 1965
Posted

May 13, 1965
in accordance
with Chap. 40,
Sec. 32

SECTION 3 -- SINGLE RESIDENCE
DISTRICTS

In a single residence district.

(a) No building or structure shall be erecte&;
altered or used for any other purpose than the
following, including customary incidental uses:

(1) single-family detached dwelling:

(2) Clubhouse, except one with more than five
sleeping rooms or the chief use of which is for a
service customarily carried on as a business:

(3) Lodgers or boarders may be accommodated in a
dwelling unit provided that not more than four
persons not members of the family residing in
said dwelling unit are accommodated.

(4) church or other religious use: sectarian,
religious, denominational or public educational use
provided, however, that no private school conducted
for profit, including nursery, dancing and music
schools, shall be conducted within the district,
unless a permit therefore shall have been granted
by the Board of Appeals.

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)
dental

Farm, garden, nursery or greenhouse?
Municipal recreational use;

Repealed:;

Building for accessory use customarily inci-
to any of the above uses, a garage with space
for more than three (3) automobiles, an off-street

parking area for more than three (3) automobiles, a
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Article XXVI
cont.

Added
March 8, 1965

Approved
May 7, 1965

Posted

May 13, 1965
in accordance
with Chap. 40,
Sec. 32

Amended
Mar. 9, 1964

Approved
May 21, 1964

stable for the keeping of live stock other than
domestic pets, a helicopter landing platform, a
philanthropic use, a municipal cemetery, a hospital
or sanitarium with buildings for customary incidental
use, provided, however, in each case, that after a
public hearing by the Board of Appeals* fourteen (14)
days notice of which shall be twice published in a
local paper and a notice mailed to the last known
address of each owner of property within five hundred
(500) feet of the lot, the Board of Appeals shall rule
that the buildings and use will not be detrimental or
injurious to the neighborhood.

*See Section 8

(9) A private garage for not more than three (3)
automobiles and a separate one-story building not
exceeding one hundred and fifty (150) square feet of
floor area for the storage of tools, yard and house-
hold equipment.

(10) An office within the dwelling of a resident
physician, dentist or attorney, provided that not more
than one person, who does not reside in the premises as
a part of the family unit, is employed therein, and such
use occupies not more than fifty (50) percent of the
area of the floor on which the office is situated in
the dwelling.

(b) No part of any building, except unenclosed
porches, shall be built within thirty feet of the

street line in a single residence A district, or
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Posted
June 15, 1964
in accordance
with Chap. 40,
Sec. 32

Amended
Mar. 9, 1964

Approved
May 21, 1964

Posted

June 15,1964
in accordance
with Chap. 40,
Sec. 32

within twenty-five feet of the street line in a
single residence B district and a single residence C
district, provided that no building need be set back
more than thirty percent of the depth of the lot in
a single residence A district, nor more than twenty-
five percent of the lot in a single residence B
district or a single residence C district, nor more
than the average of the set-backs of the buildings on
the lots contiguous thereto on either side, a vacant
lot or a lot occupied by a building set back more than
thirty feet in a single residence A district or twenty-
five feet in a single residence B district or a
single residence C district being counted as though
occupied by a building set back thirty feet or
twenty-five feet respectively.

(c) In a Single residence A district, no part of any
dwelling shall be built within forty feet from the rear
line of the lot it is built on, or if forty percent of

the depth of said lot is less than forty feet then said

"dwelling shall have a distance equal to forty percent

of the depth of the lot between it and said rear line
of said lot, and in a single residence B district and
in a single residence C district no part of any
dwelling shall be built within thirty feet of the rear
line of the lot it is built on, or if thirty percent of
the depth of the lot is less than thirty feet, then
distance equal to thirty

said dwelling shall have a

percent of the depth of the lot between it and the rear
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Article XXVI line of said lot, and provided further with reference

N to any single residence district that for each foot
that a dwelling sets back from the street line in
excess of the requirements of sub-section (b), the
distance of the dwelling from the rear line of the lot
may be reduced one foot but in no case to less than
twenty~five feet from the rear line of the lot: and
no other building not a dwelling nor an accessory
building as defined herein shall be built within a
distance of less than twenty-five feet from the rear
line of the lot, or if twenty-five percent of the depth
of said lot is less than twenty-five feet then said
other building shall have a minimum distance equal to
twenty-five percent of the lot between it and the rear
line of said lot; in a single residence A district, no
building shall be built within fifteen feet of a side-
line of a lot nor within thirty feet of another build-
ing, except for accessory use, and in a single resi-
dence B district or a single residence C district no
building shall be built within ten feet of a side line
of a lot nor within twenty feet of another building,
except for accessory use.

(d) No building shall exceed forty feet nor two and
one-half stories in height unless it sets back from
each street and lot lines ten feet in addition to the
above requirements plus one foot for each foot of ex-

cess height. No building shall exceed sixty feet nor

four stories in height.
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Article XXVI
Cont,

Amended
Mar. 10, 1958

Approved
Mar. 18, 1958

Published
Mar. 28, Apr 4
and 11, 1958

Single Residence A
Amended
Mar. 9, 1964

Approved
May 21, 1964

Posted

June 15, 1964

in accordance with
Chap. 40, Sec. 32

(e) No dwelling house shall hereafter be erected

or placed on a lot containing less than the follow-

ing area and,

except on corner lots, having less

than the following minimum frontage on the street

on which the lot abuts:

Single
15,000

Single
10,000

Single

Residence A Districts -- area
square feet, frontage 100 feet

Residence B District -- area
square feet, frontage 80 feet

Residence € District -- area

7,000 square feet, frontage 70 feet

The foregoing requirements as to minimum area

and minimum frontage shall not apply to any

parcel of land actually assessed as a separate

parcel as of January 1, 1950,
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ARTICLE XXVI
Cont.

Amended
June 11, 1973

Approved
Oct. 23, 1973

Posted
Oct. 26, 1973

Amended
Mar. 8, 1965

Approved
May 7, 1965

Posted

May 13, 1965
in accordance
with Chap. 40,
Sec. 32

SECTION 4
GENERAL RESIDENCE DISTRICT

In a general residence district.

(a) No building or structure shall be erected,
altered or used for any other purpose than the fol-
lowing, including incidental uses:

(1) Any use permitted in a single residence district,
including the uses provided for in paragraph (8)
section 3, and under the conditions named in said
paragraph:

(2) A dwelling containing not more than two dwell-

ing units except as hereinafter provided in para-

graph (5) and (6).

(3) Clubhouse, except one the chief use of which is
for a service customarily carried on as a business:

(4) Building for accessory use customarily incident
to any of the above uses, provided, however, in each
case, that after public hearing by the Board of
Appeals* fourteen (14) days notice of which shall be
twice published in a local paper and a notice mailed
to the last known address of each owner of property
within five hundred (500) feet of the lot, the Board
of Appeals shall rule that the building and use will
not be detrimental or injurious to the neighborhood.
* See Section 8

(5) Garden apartments subject to the following con-

ditions and restrictions:
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Article XXVI

Cont.
No garden apartment building shall contain less

Amended than five dwelling units and no dwelling unit shall

Mar 14, 1966
be constructed with a floor area of the living space

Approved
Apr 14, 1966 of less than six hundred fifty (650) square feet;
Posted No dwelling unit shall be constructed so that the

Apr 25, 1966
living space thereof will exceed a depth of four (4)

feet below the mean finished grade of the ground
adjoining the building:

No garden apartment building shall exceed forty (40)
feet in height nor three floors of dwelling units:

Parking space for automobiles shall be provided in
the side yard or rear yard of the lot and shall not
be less than one reasonably accessible space of not
less than two hundred (200) square feet for each
dwelling unit:i

Paragraphs (b) through (e) of this Section shall
not be applicable to garden apartments and the fol-
lowing shall apply:

No part of a building except unenclosed porches
shall be built within twenty (20) feet of the street
line.

No part of any building shall be built within
twenty (20) feet of the side line of a lot nor within
thirty (30) feet of another building except a build-
ing for accessory use.

No garden apartment building shall utilize more
than thirty (30) per cent of the lot upon which it is
built and shall have a minimum of twenty-five hundred
(2500) square feet of land area per dwelling unit.

20



Article XXVI
Cont.

Added
Mar. 10, 1969

Approved
Apr. 10, 1969

Posted
Apr. 17, 1969
in accordance
with Chap 40,
Sec 32

No garden apartment building shall be erected or
placed on a lot, except on a corner lot, having a
frontage of less than one hundred (100) feet on the
street on which the lot abuts.

No part of any garden apartment building shall be
built within ‘thirty (30) feet from the rear line of
the lot it is built on, or if thirty (30) per cent of
the depth of said lot is less than thirty (30) feet
then said building shall have a distance equal to
thirty (30) per cent of the depth of the lot between
it and the rear line of said lot: and no accessory
building, as defined herein shall be built within a
distance less than twelve (12) feet from the rear line
of a lot, or if fifteen (15) per cent of the depth of
said lot is less than twelve (12) feet, then said
other building shall have a distance equal to fifteen
(15) per cent of the depth of the lot between it and
the rear line of said lot.

The Board of Appeals, after a public hearing and
upon a finding that such action will not be injurious
to the neighborhood, may permit the Belmont Housing
Authority to construct garden apartments of not less
then 60 dwelling units for occupancy by elderly persons
or elderly families (as defined in Section 26J of Chap-
ter 121 of the General Laws (Ter Ed) or 42 United
States Code, Section 1402, both as amended, and equiva-
lent provisions of law from time to time in force) on

a contiguous lot or lots of land, subject to the fol-
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Article XVI
Cont.

Added
June 14, 1973

Approved
Oct. 23, 1973

Posted
Oct. 26, 1973

Amended
Mar. 9, 1964

Approved
May 21, 1964

Posted
June 15, 1964
in accordance
with Chap 40,
Sec 32

lowing:
(i) A minimum floor area of living space of not less
than 450 square feet per dwelling unit.
(ii) Parking space for automobiles shall be provided
and shall not be less than one reasonably accessible
space of not less than 200 square feet for each three
dwelling units.
(iii) Paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Section 4 shall
be applicable with regard to dwelling units for the
elderly hereunder in substitution for the requirements
of building set-in from the street and set back from
side lines and rear line of the lot otherwise provided
in this sub-section (a) (5) applying generally to gar=-
den apartments.
(iv) No garden apartment building hereunder shall uti-
lize more than 35% of the lot upon which it is built,
and the lot shall have a minimum of 1000 square feet
of land area per dwelling unit.

(6) Townhouse residential units are permitted within
a General Residence District only under the regulations
for Planned Development Areas set forth in Section 5B
of this zoning by-law.

(b) No part of a building except unenclosed por-
ches shall be built within twenty feet of the street
line, provided that no building need be set back more
than twenty per cent of the depth of the lot, nor more
than the average of the set-back of the buildings on

the lots contiguous thereto on either side, a vacant
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Article XXVI
Cont.

Second
paragraph
Amended
March 9, 1964

Approved
May 21, 1964

Posted
June 15, 1964
in accordance
with Chap 40,
Sec 32

lot or a lot occupied by a building set back more
than twenty feet being counted as though occupied
by a building set back twenty feet.

(c) No part of any dwelling shall be built
within twenty feet from the rear line of the lot it
is built on, or if twenty-five per cent of the depth
of said lot is less than twenty feet then said dwell-
ing shall have a distance equal to twenty-five per
cent of the depth of the lot between it and the rear
line of said lot: and no other building not a dwell-
ing nor an accessory building, as defined herein shall
be built within a distance less than twelve feet from
the rear line of a lot, or if fifteen per cent of
the depth of said lot is less than twelve feet, then
said other building shall have a distance equal to
fifteen per cent of the depth of the lot between it
and the rear line of said lot.

No building shall have a side wall, except a party
wall, within eight feet of the side line of a lot nor
within sixteen feet of another building, except for
accessory use, and provided further that no dwelling
having a party wall on a lot side line shall have the
opposite side wall within sixteen feet of the opposite
side of the lot or within twenty-four feet of another
building, except for accessory use.

(d) No building shall exceed either forty feet or
two and one-half stories in height unless it sets
back from each street and lot lines ten feet in addi-

tion to the above requirements plus one foot for each
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Added
March 9, 1964

Approved
May 21, 1964

Posted
June 15, 1964
in accordance
with Chap 40,
Sec 32

foot of excess height. No building shall exceed

sixty feet nor four stories in height. No dwelling

for more than one family shall exceed forty feet nor

two and one-half stories in height, provided that

any dwelling existing at the time of the adoption of

this By-Law may be altered to accommodate two families.
{({e) No dwelling house shall hereafter be erected

or placed on a lot containing less than 5,000 square

feet of land and, except on a corner lot, having less

than a frontage of fifty feet on the street on which

the lot abuts.
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March 22, 1971

Approved
May 14, 1971

Posted

May 21, 1971
in accordance
with Chap. 40,
Sec. 32,

SECTION 4A - PARKING
LOT DISTRICT

In a parking lot district, no building or structure

shall be erected and no land shall be used except for the

following purposes or uses:

Off-street parking lots for the parking of vehicles,

providing:

(a) A permit authorizing such use is granted by the

Board of Appeals after a public hearing thereon: and

(b) such parking lots shall have:

(1) A hard and dustless surface, well-drained and

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

provided with curbing.

Adjacent to adjoining residential property a

10 foot buffer strip landscaped and planted,

and adjacent to all other adjoining property a
six foot buffer strip landscaped and/or screened
from public view,.(Minimum height of screen five
feet).

Adequate lighting reflected away from adjoining
residential premises.

No repair service.

No signs except those containing information
pertaining to parking (maximum sign area of six
square feet each).

Adequate stall size and adequate area for ingress
and egress clearly delineated on the lot surface.
Groups of not more than 30 parking spaces will
be separated by a 6 foot landscaped walk or

divider.
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Amended
June 11, 1973

Approved
Oct 23, 1973

Posted
Oct 26, 1973

Amended

June 14, 1973 |

Approved
Oct 23, 1973

Posted
Oct 26, 1973

SECTION 5 -

lished.

LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICTS

Three local business districts are hereby estab-
These shall be designated local business I
(LBI), local business II (LBII), and local business

IITI (LBITII).

(a)

No building or structure shall be erected,
altered, or used, and no land shall be used
for any purpose other than shown in the fol-
lowing chart:
LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICTS (LB DISTRICTS)
Permitted Uses LBI LBII LBIII
Retail Sales (1) Yes Yes Yes
Service (1) Yes Yes Yes
Restaurant S.P. S.P. No
Auto Repairs, Sales and Rental,
Gas Stations, Garages, Motorized
Equipment Sales, Service and
Rental (2) No Yes No
Self or fast service filling stations No S.P. No
Office Yes Yes Yes
Place of Assembly, Amusement, or
Athletic Exercise S.P. S.P. No
Clubhouse Yes Yes S.P.
Public and Non-Profit Educational
and Religious Yes Yes Yes
Private School for Profit Yes Yes S.P.
Nursery or Greenhouse No Yes No
Municipal Use Yes Yes Yes
Multi-Unit Residential Use (3) No No S.P.
NOTES: (1) Retail sales or service may include the manufacturing or fabrication of products of

which the major portion is to be sold at retail on the premises and not more than eight

operatives are employed in the manufacturing or fabrication process,

(2) Motorized equipment sales, service and rental is hereby defined as including equipment

powered by internal combustion engine over 10 H,P,

5B of this zoning by-law,’’

—— (3) Subject to special regulations for Planned Development Areas, as set forth in Seetion

S.P. As used in the above. c‘hart refers toissuance of a special permit by the Board of Appeals
pursuant to the provisions of General Laws (Ter. Ed,) chapter 40A Section 4 and pursuant

to Section 8 of this Zoning By-Law,
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Amended
June 11, 1973

Approved
Oct 23, 1973

Posted
Oct 26, 1973

(b) The dimensional controls for local business districts

shall be as follows:

LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICTS (LB DISTRICTYS)
DIMENSIONAL CONTROLS

Lot Size (min.)

Height (max.)

Street Frontage (min.)
Street Setback (min.)

Side Yard Setback (min.) (1)

Rear Yard Setback (min.)

Corner Setback (min.) (2)
On-Site off-street parking
(min.)(3) (none required
within 600 feet walking
distance of public parking
lot or parking lot district)

LBI LBII
none none
36 ft. 36 ft.
20 ft. 20 ft.

5 ft. 10 ft.

6 ft. or 20 ft.
none

20 ft. or 20 ft.
height of
building
whichever

is less

10 ft. 10 ft.
1 parking Same as
space for LBI
ea. 350

gross sq.

ft. of

ground floor
building area.
One parking
space for ea.
600 gross sq.

ft. of building
area above
ground floozr.

LBIII
none
36 ft.
20 ft.
10 ft.
20 ft.

20 ft.

10 ft.

1 parking
space for

ea. 250

gross sq.

ft. of

ground floor
building

area. One
parking

space for

ea. 400 gross
sq. ft. of build-
ing area above

the ground
floor.
Floor Area Ratio (max.) 1.50 1.05 1.05
Lot Coverage (max.) (no max.) 35% 35%
NOTES: (1) Adjacent to residential districts, no less than building height or 20 feet, whichever is

greater.,

(2) Corner setback in Section 5 shall mean that no part of a building shall be built closer to
the point of intersection of right-of-way lines than the permitted distance.

(3) Part or all of the required parking may be located off the lot so long as it is provided in
a lot in common ownership within 600 feet walking distance of the building it is intended
to serve and located in a business district.

(c) Any structure used partly or wholly for dwelling purposes,
except as specified under paragraph g Section 2, shall
conform to Section 4, paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of the

Zoning By-Laws.”’
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Approved
July 9, 1970

Posted
July 17, 1970
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with Chap 40,
Sec 32

SECTION 5A - APARTMENT HOUSE DISTRICT
In an apartment house district,

(a) No building, structure or land shall be used
and no building or structure shall be erected or
altered which is intended or designed to be used for
any other purpose than the following including inci-
dental uses:

(1) An apartment house of no less than five dwell-
ing units subject to the following conditions and
restrictions:

(b) (1) There shall be at least 1200 square feet of
lot area for each dwelling unit and in any event the
minimum lot area shall be two acres:

(2) All buildings shall not occupy more than
thirty (30) per cent of the total lot area:

(3) There shall be a minimum of at least 750 square
feet of gross floor area, excluding only garages and
uninhabited basements, for each dwelling unit:

(4) The minimum width of a lot at any point shall
be at least 100 feet and the minimum frontage of a
lot on the street shall be at least 100 feet in each
case:

(5) No building shall be within thirty (30) feet
of any side line or the rear line of the lot or within
thirty (30) feet of the side line of any street on
which the lot abuts:?

(6) The maximum height of any building on the lot

shall be sixty (60) feet:

28



Article XXVI
Cont.

(7) Parking space for automobiles at the rate of
1.5 spaces per dwelling unit shall be provided in the
side yard or in the rear yard of the lot, or enclosed
within the building. Each space including access ways
shall not be less than 320 square feet.

(8) The front yard and side yard and any other
areas to be landscaped shall be done attractively with
lawns, trees, shrubs and other plantings. Any land-
scaped areas shall be properly maintained in a sightly
and well-kept condition.

(9) Procedure: Plans showing the location and ele-
vations of buildings and their exterior materials, and
landscaping and indicating provisions for the above de-
scribed requirements, and such other information as the
Board may reasonably require, shall be filed with the
Board of Appeals and its approval obtained to the same.
A copy of said complete plans as filed with the Board
of Appeals shall also be filed with the Planning Board
for its recommendations to the Board of Appeals as
herewith provided. The Board of Appeals shall not
approve such plans unless it shall find that the plans
make adequate provision for:

(1) Insuring compliance with the Zoning By-Law
of the Town of Belmont.

(2) Protecting the safety, convenience and wel-
fare of the public.

(3) Minimizing additional congestion in public

and private ways.
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(4) Insuring adequate provision for water,
sewerage and drainage.

(5) Insuring that the premises will not be un-
sightly.

(6) Insuring adequate provision for the parking
of motor wvehicles.

(7) Insuring that the height and bulk of the
building will not be injurious to the surrounding land.

If in the opinion of the Board of Appeals the plans

fail to meet the above requirements, it may modify
such plans to meet the requirements and, as modified,
approve the same or may disapprove the plans. Applica-
tion to the Board of Appeals for approval of plans in
accordance with this section and the procedure of the
Board with respect to such application shall be the
procedure of obtaining a special permit as provided in
Mass. General Laws, Ch 40-A, Sec 4, and no building
permit shall be issued by the Building Inspector with-
out such approval. All such applications for approval
of plans shall be referred to the Planning Board by
the Board of Appeals prior to the public hearing
thereon for such recommendations as the Planning Board
may make for the best interests of the Town, and no
decision shall be made by the Board of Appeals in
connection with any such application until the Planning
Board shall have made such recommendations, or ten days
shall have elapsed after the public hearing without any

such recommendation being made.
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Posted
Oct 26, 1973

SECTION 5B - SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR

PLANNED AREA DEVELOPMENT

(a) Multiple-unit residential use within a Planned

Development Area containing townhouses (row-

houses) or garden apartments or any combina-

tion of the two is permitted in an LBIII dis-

trict, subject to the following regulations:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

A Special Permit shall be obtained from the
Board of Appeals in accordance with the
procedures set forth in Section 8 of this
zoning by-law.

The Planned Development Area shall be loca-
ted within an LBIII district, but may ex-
tend into an adjacent, contiguous General
Residence district provided that not more
than 20% of the land area of the Planned
Development Area is within the General
Residence district.

Application for a Planned Development Area
may include the property of one or more
owners, provided that the owners of all land
within the Planned Development Area shall
agree in writing at the time of application
to follow the plan if approved.

The Planned Development Area shall comply
with the dimensional controls set forth in
the table below, which shall supersede the
dimensional controls set forth for the LBIII
district and the General Residence district
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only when applied to a Planned Development Area.

Lot Size 18,000 sqg. ft.
Bldg. Height 30 feet

Lot Frontage 150 feet (1)
Lot Width 50 feet

Street Setback 10 feet

Min.
Max.
Min.
Min.,
Min.

Min. Side and Rear Building Setback

Min. On Site Required Parking

Floor Area Ratio

Bldg Coverage

Lot Depth from frontage
street

Dwelling Unit Size

Land Area per dwelling unit

Max.
Max.
Max.

Min.
Min.

Required Open Space per
dwelling unit

Min.

Separation between buildings
on site

Min.

1/2 height of building:;in no case
less than 10 feet

1.25 parking spaces per dwelling
unit of less than two bedrooms;
1.5 parking spaces per dwelling
unit of two or more bedrooms; no
less than one parking space will
be provided for each unit either
within the structure or within a
separate structure. No exterior
parking area may be forward of
building line along any street.
Exterior parking will comply with
all dimensional and setback re-
quirements as set forth for park-
ing lot districts (Section 4A of
the Zoning By-Law).

1.0
35%

120 ft. (1)

750 sq. ft.

2000 sqg. ft. or 80% of the average
land area per unit for all resi-
dential properties contiguous with
the Planned Development Area,
whichever is greater.

500 sqg. ft. which may contain land-
scape materials, pedestrian walks
and patios, but which shall not be
occupied by driveways or parking
spaces.

Buildings within Planned Develop-
ment Area shall conform to Dwell-
ing Group Requirements as speci-
fied in Section 2, paragraph (r.)
of the Zoning By-Law.

NOTES: (1) Min. lot frontage and max. lot depth requirements apply only
to Trapelo Road: Belmont Street and Lexington Street which are
designated as frontage streets for Planned Development Areas

in LBIII districts.
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SECTION 6 -- GENERAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT

In a general business district a building or
structure may be erected, altered or used for any pur-
pose provided that:

(a) No building or structure shall be erected, altered
or used for any trade, industry or use which by reason
of the emission of odor, fumes, dust, smoke, vibration
or noise, or any other cause is injurious, noxious, of-

fensive or detrimental to a neighborhood.

(b) Set-backs and yards shall be as prescribed in
Section 5 for local business districts.

(c) No part of a building or structure shall exceed
in height the distance from its face to the opposite
side of the street. No building or structure shall
exceed sixty feet in height. ©No dwelling shall exceed

forty feet or three stories in height.
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1st line amended
Mar 16, 1970
Approved

July 9, 1970
Posted July 17,
1570, in accord-
ance with Chap
40, Sec 32

SECTION 7 - NON-CONFORMING
BUILDING AND USES

Any lawful use of land, building or part thereof at
the time of the adoption of this By-Law or any amend-
ment thereto may be continued although such use does
not conform to the provisions of the By-Law. Any
building occupied by a non-conforming use may be
structurally altered or the use of such building
changed to any other use not more detrimental to the
character of the district in which it is located.
Should any non-conforming building occupied by a non-
conforming use be destroyed or damaged by fire or
other casualty, in whole or in part, it may be re-
placed by a building to be used for the same purpose
as the one destroyed or for any other non-conforming
use, always provided that any new use to which the
building may be put shall not be more detrimental to
the character of the district in which it is located
than was the original use, and also provided that
such reconstructed or new building shall not exceed

in cubic contents the original building by twenty-

five per cent.
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Amended
Mar 14, 1966

Approved
Apr 14, 1966

Posted
Apr 25, 1966

A non-conforming use of a building or land which
has been discontinued shall not thereafter be returned
to such non-conforming use. A non-conforming use
shall be considered discontinued when the premises
have been devoted to a conforming use, or when the
premises have been vacant for a period of one year
or the characteristic equipment and the furnishings
of the non-conforming use have been removed from the
premises and have not been replaced by similar equip-

ment within one year.
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Approved
July 9, 1973

Published
July 11, 18,
25, 1973

SECTION 8 - BOARD OF APPEALS

(a) There shall be a Board of Appeals in the town, to
consist of six regular and three associate members té
be appointed by the Board of Selectmen. All members
shall be residents of the town. In making the appoint-
ments, the Board of Selectmen shall consider those
persons best qualified to carry out the statutory re-

sponsibilities of the Board. Where possible, the
Board shall consist of members some of whom are pro-
fessionally qualified and experienced in the one or
more of the following professional fields: law, arch-
itecture, engineering, or construction. Initially,
the six regular members shall be appointed for terms
of one, two, three, four, five and six years respect-
ively. Thereafter, one regular member shall be ap-
pointed each year for a term of six years. Associate
members shall be appointed initially for terms of one,
two, and three years respectively. Thereafter, one
associate member shall be appointed each year for a
term of three vears.

(b) The regular members shall annually elect from
their number a chairman. Whenever the chairman is
unable to sit by reason of absence, inability to act
or interest, the remaining regular membersshall elect
an acting chairman who shall assume the duties of the
chairman and shall serve until the permanent chairman

resumes his duties or until the next annual election
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of a permanent chairman. If there is a vacancy among
the regular members, or if a regular member is at any
time unable to act by reason of absence, inability or
interest, an associate member shall be designated by
the chairman, or the acting chairman, to serve in

his stead.

(c) Any member may be removed for cause by the Board
of Selectmen upon written charges and after a public
hearing. Vacancies shall be filled for unexpired
terms in the same manner as in the case of original
appointments. No regular nor associate member of

the Board of Appeals shall represent before such
board any party of interest in any matter pending
before it.

The Board of Appeals shall give notice of hearings as
required by Section 17 of said Chapter 40A as it may
be amended from time to time, and shall send notice
in writing to the owners of property within five
hundred feet of the premises as they appear on the
most recent tax list.

The Board of Appeals may grant a permit for a tempo-
rary building incidental to the development of a
neighborhood, such permit to be for not more than

one year and only upon application accompanied by a
bond to the town, effective in case the building is
not removed prior to the expiration of the permit.
Such permits may be ordered renewed by the Board for

successive periods of not more than one year each.
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SECTION 9 -- ENFORCEMENT

(a) The Inspector of Buildings shall enforce this
By-Law in manner and with powers similar to these
practised or provided under Article XXII of the By-Laws.
No permit shall be issued for the erection, alteration
or moving any building or part thereof, plans and in-
tended use for which are not in conformity with the
provisions of this By-Law.

(b) It shall be unlawful to use or permit the use of
any building or part thereof hereafter erected or
altered or the open spaces of which are in any way
reduced until the Inspector of Buildings shall have
certified on the building permit that the building or
part thereof so erected or altered, the proposed use
thereof and the open spaces thereof conform to the pro-
visions of this By-Law.

(c) The Chief of the Fire Department shall refer to
the Inspector of Buildings all violations of this By-
Law that are discovered in the course of inspections
by his department or otherwise.

(d) "The penalty for violating any of the provisions
of this By-Law shall be twenty (20) dollars for each

offense."
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(a) This By~Law shall not interfere with or annul
Amended
Apr. 13, 1925 any By~Law, rule, or regulation provided that unless
Approved specifically stated herein where this By-Law is more
May 2, 1925

stringent it shall control.

Published
May 9,16,23, (b) Nothing herein shall prevent the restoration
1925

of a wall declared unsafe by the Inspector of Build-
ings nor the erection of iron fire escapes on any
buildings existing at the time this By-Law goes into
effect.

(c) The invalidity of any section or provision of
this By-Law shall not invalidate any other section

or provision hereof.
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Mar. 23, 1926

Approved
Mar. 29, 1926

Published
Apr. 2,9,16,1926

Amended
April 25, 1927

Approved
Aug. 3, 1927

Published
Sept. 17, 24,
& Oct. 1, 1927

SECTION 11 - AMENDMENTS

It shall be the duty of the Planning Board upon
petition signed by the owners of forty per cent in
assessed valuation of the property contained in any
given district or of all the owners in any part
thereof containing not less than two contiguous acres,
or upon its own initiative from time to time, to hold
a public hearing, fourteen days' published notice of
which shall be given, for the consideration of amend-
ments altering the boundaries of any district hereby
established, or the regulations hereby applied to
the same, and to submit to the Town for action its
recommendations in regard to the same.

Any Petition for the alteration of the boundaries
of any zoning district shall be accompanied by an
accurate plan, size 20 in. x 30 in., on the scale of
either forty feet to the inch or eighty feet to the
inch showing the changes proposed by the petition.
The Planning Board in its report to the Town on
any petition to alter the boundaries of any zoning
district or on its own initiative shall file with the
Town a similar plan showing the changes recommended.
The Town Meeting shall not act upon the question of
altering the boundaries of any zoning district or
districts until the same has been reported on by the
Planning Board as herein provided. No action shall

be taken. by the Town except as to acceptance without
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amendment of the plan filed by the petitioner, or
plan filed by the Planning Board as aforesaid or
on some modification of either plan, made or approved
by the Town Engineer.

So much of this By-Law as is approved by the
Attorney General shall go into effect upon its publi-

cation as required by law.
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