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1.5.4  Nonconforming Single and Two-Family Residential Structures 

In the General Residence Zoning District, as provided in M.G.L. c.40A, §6, preexisting 
non-conforming structures may be extended or altered with a Special Permit by the 
Planning Board, provided that no such extension or alteration shall be permitted unless 
there is a finding by the Planning Board that such extension or alteration shall not be 
substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing nonconforming 
structure.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, dormers that comply with Section 4.2.2, 
Linear Requirements, shall be allowed without review by the Planning Board.  On lots 
that do not comply with the minimum area requirements of this Zoning By-Law 
(including the minimum lot area per dwelling unit), preexisting non-conforming single 
and two-family structures may not be voluntarily demolished and reconstructed except 
in accordance with a Special Permit issued by the Planning Board under Section 6D of 
this Zoning By-Law. 

In all other districts, nonconforming single and two-family residential structures may be 
reconstructed, extended, altered, or structurally changed upon a determination by the 
Building Commissioner that such proposed reconstruction, extension, alteration, or 
structural change does not increase the nonconforming nature of said structure. The 
Building Commissioner may issue a Building Permit under the following circumstances: 

1) An alteration to a structure which complies with all current setbacks, open space, 
lot coverage and building height requirements but is located on a lot with insufficient 
area and/or frontage; 

2) An alteration to a structure which encroaches upon one or more required setbacks, 
where the alteration will comply with all current setbacks, open space, lot coverage 
and building height requirements.  This clause shall apply regardless of whether the 
lot complies with the current area and/or frontage requirements; 

3)  A half-story addition to a nonconforming structure, that will not increase the footprint 
of the existing structure, create a new dimensional nonconformity or extend an 
existing dimensional nonconformity, provided that the existing height restrictions 
shall not be exceeded.  This clause shall apply regardless of whether the lot 
complies with the current area and/or frontage requirements. 

 
 
 


