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[bookmark: _GoBack]ARTICLE A: 	Single-Family Dwellings as an Alternative to a Two-Family Dwelling


To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Belmont Zoning By-Laws as follows:

Insert a new Section 6D.7. ‘Single-Family Dwellings as an Alternative to a Two-Family Dwelling’, after Section 6D.6, ‘Special Permit Standards’, and renumber the remaining Sections accordingly.  


6D.7 	Single-Family Dwellings as an Alternative to a Two-Family Dwelling  

In order to achieve the purposes of the General Residence Zoning Districts Zoning By-Laws [amended April 2014] of controlling density and preserving the character of the associated neighborhoods, as an alternative to the construction of a two-family dwelling on a lot that is equal to or greater than 8,000 square feet and that has lot frontage equal to or greater than 90 feet, the Planning Board may grant a Special Permit for the construction of two single-family dwellings.

6D.7.1	 Standards for Single-Family Dwelling Alternative

Notwithstanding the ‘Dimensional Regulations’ contained within Section 4.2 of this Zoning By-Law, each of the lots and the proposed dwellings shall meet the following standards:

1. Each lot:

a. Shall be at least 4,000 square feet and have at least 45 feet of lot frontage; and  
b. Comply with Sections 4.3.1, ‘Lot Width’, and 4.3.10, ‘Lot Shape’, of this Zoning By-Law.   

2. Each dwelling:  

a. The lot coverage shall not exceed 25%;
b. The open space shall not be less than 45%;
c. The length of the dwelling shall not exceed its width multiplied by 1.6 times; 
d. The height shall not exceed 32 feet; and, 
e. Each dwelling shall comply with the ‘Performance Standards’ listed in Section 6D.4.




6D.7.2 	Factors to Consider 

In granting a Special Permit to allow two single-family dwellings instead of a two-family dwelling, in addition to the applicable ‘Special Permit Criteria’ set forth in Section 7.4.3 of this Zoning By-Law, the Planning Board shall make the following findings:

1. The lot sizes and frontages of each lot on which the single-family dwellings will be constructed are comparable to those in the surrounding neighborhood; 

2. The open space between and surrounding the dwellings is maximized; 

3. Each dwelling is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood; 

4. Each dwelling complies with the standards listed in Section 6D.7.1, ‘Standards for Single-Family Dwelling Alternative’; and,

5. This development (the lots and proposed dwellings) shall meet the ‘Special Permit Standards’ outlined in Section 6D.6. 

6D.7.2 		Conditions of Approval

In addition to the conditions that the Board may impose in granting a Special Permit under Section 6D.8, Conditions of Approval, the Planning Board shall impose additional conditions and safeguards that it determines to be appropriate to assure compliance with the standards set forth in Section 6D.7.1, including, but not limited to conditions:

1. Prohibiting the further division or reduction in size of the lots that the single-family dwellings will be constructed on; 

2. Prohibiting the further enlargement of the single-family dwelling beyond the standards established in this Section; 

3. Prohibiting lot coverage of more than 25%; and,

4. Maintaining open space of at least 45%.



