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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY THE
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

ON APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT

Notice is hereby given that the Belmont Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public
hearing on MONDAY, April 4, 2016 at 7:00 PM in the Art Gallery, 3" floor, Homer
Municipal Building, 19 Moore St., to consider the application of Reiko Akukwe, for a
SPECIAL PERMIT under Section 3.3 of the Zoning By-Law to operate a FAMILY DAY
CARE HOME at 137 Sycamore Street located in a General Residence (GR) Zoning
District.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS



Town of Belmont

2EMAR 17 AN 9 16

APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT

oo /S /L

Zoning Board of Appeals
Homer Municipal Building
19 Moore Street
Belmont, MA 02478

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40A,
Section 9, as amended, and the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Belmont, I/we the
undersigned, being the owner(s) of a certain parcel of land (with the buildings thereon)
situated on B 7 Q(S/f ol € Street/Road, hereby apply to your Board
for a SPECIAL PERMIT for the erection or alteration on said premises or the use

thereof under the applicable Section of the Zoning By-Law of said Town for

Howe T [ycnse

on the ground that the same will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of

O L. 5 —
Signature of Petltloner

Print Name ﬁ \(»/0 A‘Kﬁk{(&’v@

Address /37 CV (oY e G
e(wmontt . MA OMIZS/
Daytime Telephone Number &6 (1 ) q.% -~ %M

said Zoning By-Law.

June 4, 2013



Statement of Purpose
Reiko Akukwe
little kids academy
137 Sycamore Street
Belmont, MA 02478

shigta@littlekidsacademy.org
(617)913-3849

little kids academy is a home daycare located in Belmont that adapts a
philosophy based on self-worth, self-esteem and feeling important. It is
necessary for a child’s growth, development and learning to feel valued and to
know they are loved. In such an environment, they discover confidence and
skills they need for making friends, problem solving, discovering independence
and meaningful learning. At little kids academy, everyone matters and we treat

the children as if they are our own.
L s e e T e e R R R R R R

It was my dream to open a daycare.

| have worked in public school systems for more than a decade throughout the
Boston Metro Area and | slowly developed a desire to own my own daycare.
After leaving my last job as a Behavioral Therapist in Newton Public Schools, |
decided to open a home daycare in Belmont.

It was a tough process to open a home daycare. Not only | was newly single
mom with very young children, but also | struggle financially. However, it was
my dream and | got a chance to achieve it. | also wanted to show my children
that dreams can come true if they take a chance, work hard and never give up.

in my home daycare, | accept children regardless of any disabilities or challenges
they may face. It is very demanding and requires a larger staff than a normal
school due to important ratios. There is no funding available to maintain a larger
staff therefore | do not make money. Sometimes | need to borrow money in
order to pay my staff but | understand it is necessary to maintain quality
services. Most importantly, | am rewarded everyday and | feel honored to see
my children and staff grow and learn day after day.

Some children have come to me after having a hard time at previous daycare
due to their language, disabilities or conflict in personality between student and
teacher. Several of the children coming from other schools have moderate to
severe mental and behavioral limitations as well.



We teach children using principles of Applied Behavior Analysis as | am a Board
Certified Behavior Analyst. it has been very successful and children graduate to
a bigger environment when they are ready and prepared to leave the home
daycare. It is bittersweet, but | am proud and very happy for them.

I also create a community that builds lifelong friendships. | have heard that after
graduation, many of my students remain in touch and stay close friends.

. This is possible because they were taught the importance of respecting
others, helping each other out and refraining from bullying. Because they are in
this special environment, children with and without disabilities have the
opportunity spend the day together, familiarizing themselves and learning to
accept differences in individuals, something that is very important to me.

Funderstand that children learn best when they are excited and enthusiastic
about a subject, so the curriculum is designed around a play-based structure.
We create and arrange classroom environment to stimulate their curiosity and
desire to learn. We also offer an academic program for further learning when

they seek it out.

It is important for me to nurture and care for children as if they are my own and
once they enter my house, they become my own children. Children at this age
are able to thrive when they feel loved, and an environment that allows them to
feel important and appreciated also helps them to become happy and confident
children who love coming to school.

The best curriculum is still in progress but we are making a tremendous effort
to become one of the best home daycares in the area.

As a single mom coming out of a complicated divorce after suffering emotional

abuse, | have learned not to judge people and not to air my problems to the
world. | hope this experience will allow families to feel comfortable calling my

house a second home.

Thank you.

Slnceregly,

N T, s M S s

\ T ’ “\»

Reiko Akukwe, V.5.Ed., CA.G.S. BCBA



OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

TOWN OF BELMONT Building Divis
IVISION
19 Moore Street (617) 993-2664
Homer Municipal Building Engineering Division
Belmont, Massachusetts 02478-0900 (617) 993-2665
Planning Division
(617) 993-2666

Telephone: (617) 993-2650 Fax: (617) 993-2651

January 7, 2016

Akukwe Reiko
137 Sycamore Street
Belmont, MA 02478

RE: Home Family Child Care - "FINAL NOTICE"

Dear Ms. Reiko:

You have been notified by this office on previous occasions regarding the above-refer
Belmont Zoning By-law violation occurring on your property. This letter is to serve as
notice that if this violation is not corrected within one week, vou will leave me
alternative but to refer this matter for legal action.

Vou
o D

The Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) issues Family Child Care
licenses for home child care centers in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. While many
municipalities rely solely on the state licensing process some also require local review and
approval. The Town of Belmont requires a home child care operator to secure a Speciz Peros
from the Zoning Board of Appeals. EEC training for potential family child cars coerzioss mziss

it clear that the operator is responsible for securing all required local zpprovais,

Your home family child care center is operating without a Special Permit. You must secure a
Special Permit in order to continue operating your center. Please contact Ara Yogurtian,
Assistant Director of Community Development, for information regarding the Zoning Board of
Appeals.

Sincerely.

. I
S o

< Glenn R. Clancy. P.E.
Director

Cc: Ara Yogurtian. Assisiant Director
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