Council on Aging

Minutes

September 9, 2013

 

Present: P. Shafer, Chair, M. Cahalane, T. Dukas, M. Dumont, E. Hamann, T. Olson, C. Qiang Lai, M. Scali, J. Semuels, J. Staton
 

 

The meeting began with current committee members introducing themselves to the two newest members:  James Staton and Matt Dumont 

 

Citizen concerns: 

One member expressed a disappointment that Ballroom Dancing will no longer be offered on Friday afternoon.

 

Nava reported that the nearby neighbor once again complained about use of the Bocce Court.  This time residents were using it on the weekend.  The police were called because there was drinking on the premises.  The committee agreed that that was the correct action to take under the circumstance.  The discussion then evolved to whether  Town residents should have access to the Bocce Court on the weekends.  It was agreed that were that to happen the residents would have to bring their own equipment.

Nava was asked to consult with the Town Admin, David Kale to develop a policy around this usage and to bring it back to the Board for approval.

 

The Calendar and Secretary Rotation was set as follows:

 

Sept 9.Tomi

Oct. 7 Tomi

October 28 Joel

It was noted that Nov. 4 will be the Special Town Meeting
Dec 2  Maryann
Jan 6 Chao

Feb 3 Ethel
March 3  Mike

April 7  Matt

May 5  Jim

June 2 Ted

July 14 Open
 Sept 8  Open

 

The Rotating Secretary’s duties include taking the minutes, word processing them and emailing them to Tomi who will do a quick review, and forward them to Nava for inclusion in the next month’ Board package.

 

Review of the July 8 Minutes:  After minor revisions the Minutes were accepted.

 

It was noted that although the July Minutes reflected otherwise that the Board wished to verify that was a COA program.  Maryann.-Affirmed, Joel -Seconded
 

Director’s Report: The Board wished to verify that swim at the Fernald Pool was a COA program.  
 

Director’s Report:

There is a new administrator appointed on a 3 year contract to oversee Town and School Facilities.  Gerald Boyle presently in Winthrop will assume his duties 9/16/2013. He will supervise Kevin Looney who is presently the Building Facilities person.  The Board wishes to stay on top of this personnel change as it impacts the Center's custodial time, once Nava meets with Mr. Boyle.

Computer Building: The first of 3 computer courses offered by Dave Petto at the Center will be offered again in a dedicated room at the Homer Building since there is no space at the Center that anymore that could be used for this purpose. Transportation to the Homer Building for the course will be provided by the BelderBus.

Fitness Room.  There are still issues with Verizon re the TV.  Nava expects them to be resolved soon.  There are still 60 members.  No additional advertising has been done over the summer.

BelderBus:  One of the drivers is out on Medical leave.  Brian the Supervisor and his other drivers are still meeting the needs, with one exception: The Food Pantry run.  Since this run is paid for out of Housing Trust funds Nava is seeking another CDL certified driver and hopes this to be resolved soon.

Title-3 funded Brain Course is scheduled to begin in Mid-October.  It is recommended for Seniors who want to improve their memory and for those diagnosed with minor cognitive impairment. There will be 8 sessions and the fee will be $5 per class.  Sign-up preference will be given to Belmont residents

although as a Springwell funded program, it is open to all "area" residents.  If the interest is great there is additional funding to do another course.  It is being publicized at McLean, in the Senior Notes and the local papers.

Transportation rides are up  (see attached)  It was suggested that another column be added  for cumulative, to date, number of rides.  Two new social work interns who are with the Center for the Academic year, 3 days a week,  will continue the "outreach" initiatives. 

Revolving Fund:  There are now 4 subcategories of the COA Revolving fund whose FY2014 cap was approved at $80000 by the last Town Meeting.  If expenses exceed that number it will require Board of Selectmen approval.  Presently, there is a total of $17000 in all accounts, and they are all in the black. It was questioned whether if at the end of the FY year there was money left over in a specific sub fund, whether those funds could be transferred to one of the other sub funds.  Nava will explore this question with the Town Administrator.

FRIENDS REPORT:  Joel advised on the upcoming Al Natale Concert on 9/19.  The Annual meeting of the Friends is scheduled for 10/10 at 7 pm.  Jim Staton is finishing his term as Chair. The Crafts Fair Committee is pulling together the annual Crafts Fair, which takes place on the Saturday following Thanksgiving.

ARTITUDE:  Former Board member Stacey Hammarlind is working on this Art event which will feature up to 35 art vendors who will be located on Common Street between Trapelo Road and Palfrey Road.  Common Street will be closed for traffic on that segment.  It is scheduled for Saturday 9/21.

SPRINGWELL:  Finally has a new Director,Ruth Beckerman-Rodau, who has a number of years of service at Springwell.  Stacey Hammarlind, resigned from the COA Board and no longer represents the Belmont Board on the Springwell Board. By law,  a member will need to be appointed.

Springwell is a Non-Profit home care corporation that provides nutritional services and protective service to seniors.  It serves 8 Towns in its area and is one of 27 area contractual service providers in the Commonwealth.  Funding comes from both State and Federal sources

NEW BUSINESS

The Recreation Department made 3 requests of COA on behalf of its service to the SPORT program.  The SPORT program provides recreational services to developmentally delayed persons.

1. Parking for the SPORT van at the Beech Street Center.  Because of the short parking, Nava denied this request.

2. Use of the BelderBus on weekends to transport SPORT participants to occasional programs further away.

3.  Use of the Fitness Room under supervision…2 clients with one Personal Trainer at any time.

The Board felt that there were a number of concerns: cost of gasoline, wear and tear on the vehicle//fitness equipment, liability.  Nava was requested to ask for a formal written request outlining these requests..  Once received the Board will consider how to proceed.

Review of Director's Goals: Tabled to the October meeting

Meeting adjourned at 9:40pm

Respectfully submitted,

Tomi Olson
