
Town of Belmont 
Traffic Advisory Committee 

September 6, 2007 

Minutes of Meeting 

Present: MaryJo Frisoli, Linda Nickens, Peter Curro, Tommmasina Olson, Laurence 
Macdonald, and Ronald Sacca, Members. Also Present: Glenn Clancy, Acting Town 
Engineer and Sgt. James MacIsaac, Belmont Police Department. 

Absent: Andrea Masciari and Philp Richmond, Committee Members 

There being a quorum present, the Chair, MaryJo Frisoli, called the meeting to order at 
7:19 PM. 

Laurence Macdonald agreed to take the minutes for the meeting. 

MaryJo Frisoli stated that the TAC meetings are normally held the first Thursday of the 
month. 

Glenn Clancy presented an update on the Pleasant Street project. The binder is down 
all the way to Route 2. The Belmont Historic District Commission has some sidewalk 
issues by the Frost house. The use of asphalt against the stone wall, trees and the 
location of Verizon vaults are of some concern. Glenn Clancy will meet with the Board 
of Selectmen on September 17. There is a question of how much jurisdiction the HDC 
has over aspects of this project. These issues need an expedited resolution. Glenn 
Clancy is hopeful that the final paving can be completed by November 15. 

MaryJo welcomed the new members present to the Committee. 

Glenn Clancy then gave an update on the Olmstead Drive and Pleasant Street 
intersection. There is still much more work to be done here, particularly in back of the 
McLean portion where more blasting is required before the road is completed to the 
R&D facility. It will be some time before the traffic lights are functional. 

Peter Curro asked about what seems to be a 15 inch lowering of Pleasant Street 
between Brighton Street and Route 2. 

Glenn Clancy reported that the 25% Design Phase of the Trapelo Road/Belmont Street 
Corridor was submitted to MassHighway on August 10. 



MaryJo Frisoli reported that Glenn Clancy, Tom Younger and Consultants had met with 
Oakley Road area residents about the proposed center island on Trapelo Road 
between Oakley Road and Payson Road. The desire is to keep this section of Trapelo 
Road looking and feeling residential. 

Ron Sacca opposes the center island concept. He feels that traffic flow will be impeded. 
The proposal is for 1 traffic lane and parking lane in each direction. Ron is looking at 
this as an MBTA operator on the #73 Route.  

Glenn Clancy stated that MassHighway will hold a public meeting on the 
Trapelo/Belmont Corridor 25% Design Phase sometime in the Spring of 2008. What 
looked to be an $8-9 million dollar project may now be closer to $13 million dollars. The 
development of the former Our Lady’s property may have some effect on the design of 
this section of the Trapelo/Belmont Corridor. 

Ron Sacca commented on the lack of speed limit signs on Belmont Street and Trapelo 
Road. Sgt. MacIsaac said that MassHighway would have to do a study regarding the 
placement of speed limit signs. Ron mentioned that when Prospect Street was rebuilt 
several 20 MPH signs were installed. 

Glenn Clancy reported that the Town of Watertown had given approval to the Arlington 
Street/Templeton Parkway proposal. Templeton Pkwy would be one way in from 
Belmont  St. He also discussed the relocation of some bus stops in Waverley Square 
and by Brigham’s. MassHighway would like to take the Getty gas station at Pleasant 
and Trapelo Road in order to reconstruct this intersection. The Board of Selectmen do 
not approve of this idea. State Representative Will Brownsberger is supportive of this 
Trapelo/Belmont Corridor project and has been attending meetings. 

A discussion on Trapelo Road restriping followed. There will likely be no temporary 
restriping of Trapelo Road into one lane as it would adversely effect the queuing of 
traffic. The lights are not synchronized for 1 lane.  

Ron Sacca then asked about crosswalk striping design. MaryJo Frisoli stated that the 
TAC and Board of Selectmen voted to implement the international striping design now 
in use. 

Ron Sacca then read some statistics from an earlier Belmont Forum report. 

MaryJo Frisoli stated that the TAC is as responsible for pedestrian safety as well as 
traffic flow in its mission. 

Glenn Clancy then brought before the committee a concern from a Payson Road 
resident’s request for traffic mitigation. The resident seeks to reduce the speed on 
Payson Road by removing the double yellow line between Belmont Street and Elm 



Street, a four way stop sign at Payson Road and Pequosette Road, speed bumps and 
chicane. After discussion a motion was made by Linda Nickens to black out the double 
yellow line on Payson Road between Belmont Street and Elm Street and have the 
Belmont Police Department do a speed check and traffic count in the fall and again in          
the spring. This motion was seconded by Tommasina Olson.  

It was VOTED unanimously to approve the motion as presented. 

Sgt. MacIsaac of the Belmont Police Department said that the speed check and traffic 
count will be done by October. 

New Business: 

Tommasina Olson asked about the Common Street bump out at Washington Street and 
Hastings Road. Glenn Clancy had been approached by concerned parents about the 
safety of this intersection. Middle School and Wellington School students cross this 
busy intersection.  

A brief discussion followed about the process of referring traffic, parking and signage 
issues. After review or presentation to the BOS, Tom Younger and Staff, some matters 
may be forwarded to the TAC for review, public hearing and recommendation. Some 
such as parking and signage may go directly to the Police Department for action. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Laurence P. Macdonald, 

 

Acting Secretary 


