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Belmont Human Rights Commission
Belmont Town Hall, Conference Room 1
Thursday, April 4, 2013
7pm

Meeting Minutes

Members in Attendance: Carl Brauer, Barbara Watson, Regina O’Brien, Rachel Rennard, Paul Solomon, Jirair
Hovsepian, Nan Donald, Fran Yuan

Belmont High School Liaison: Daniel Vernick

Belmont Police Liaison: Cpt. Peter Hoerr

Belmont Against Racism (BAR): Kathryn Bonfiglio

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:04pm.
March Minutes: Paul moved, Carl seconded. All in favor.

Phone Line Report and Assignments:
» March: Barbara covered the phones; she provided some information to a gentleman in
Springfield who was having housing issues.
e April: Rachel to cover.
e May: Daniel

Town Website Photo Collage: The collage will not be published until the town website is republished on
the new platform. The photo will be included in the annual report. Regina will send Robert Reardon an

email asking if we can publish it to our HRC page.

Updated Email Instructions: The group will receive the updated instructions for phone and email
assignments. Flyers will need to be updated. Daniel will bring some drafts to the next meeting for us to
review and potentially vote.

Commemoration of Armenian Genocide: Jirair Hovsepian will represent the HRC at the April 19, 2013
Commemoration at the Massachusetts State House, House of Representatives Chamber, 10:30 am,
sponsored by Jonathan Hecht, State Representative, William Brownsberger, State Senator, David Rogers,
State Representative, John Lawn, State Representative and James Miceli, State Representative. Related:
Barbara and Jirair will represent the HRC at the Board of Selectmen’s Meeting for the Commemoration
of the Armenian Genocide, Monday, April 8, 2013 at 5pm at the Beech Street Center.




Belmont Against Racism {BAR) MLK Breakfast:

Events:

Jerry asked for a subcommitiee to execute the operational responsibilities.
Discussion of areas of responsibilities; proposed:

o Registration and Bookkeeping: Regina, Daniel

o Program Planning and Publicity: Carl, Fran, Rachel, Paul

o Food Procurement: Fran

o Event Management (Logistics, Volunieers, and Childcare Providers): Barbara, Rachel

Motion: Paul moved that we vote that we take over responsibility for the operational
considerations for the MLK Breakfast on a trial basis for the first year, with the caveat that
the members of BAR will remain invalved in a coaching and support role; Jerry seconded; all
were in favor.

Motion: Barbara will request a small revolving account from the Town Accountant on the
warrant that would allow us to collect and disperse up to $4,000 for the MLK breakfast.
Moved by Carl, seconded by Fran, all in favor.

Action: All leaders for areas of responsibilities will come to the May meeting with ideas to
share with the team.

April 8, 2013, Board of Selectmen Meeting: Proclamation for the Commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide will be read.

April 23, 2013, World Book Night: Friends of Belmont Public Library has received the books
and asked for our help in distributing the books. Barbara spoke to METCO and they will
accept the books.

April 25, 2013, International Fair, Chenery Middle School, 95 Washington St., 6:30 pm - 8:00
pm: Asking families to have a table up for a particular country. Daniel asked if we could be
part of the event; he and Barbara will sit a table if they allow it. (Barbara to follow-up with
the event planner.)

May 17, 2013, Freedom to Marry Ice Cream Social: Carl moved that we cosponsor, Nan
seconds, all in favor.



¢ May 18, 2013, Belmont Town Day: Discussion regarding our participation in Town Day; at
this point we will not plan to have a table.

* June 8, 2013, Pride Parade: Fran shared that they are looking for more people to walk in the
parade for Belmont. More information closer to the event.

¢ August 27, 2013, Meet Belmont, Chenery Middie School, 6:00 — 8:30 pm:

Liaison Reports:

Belmont Police: No resotution on the complaint discussed in March meeting; should be available
for the next meeting. Other matters: Hiring five new officers, 20 residents of Belmont took the
test and passed, six or seven have “signed” and will need to be screened (including lengthy
application, panel interview, offer is contingent on background investigation, medical and
psychological screenings), hope to get five officers in the academy by June; sometime by next
January those five will be on the streets. Unknown if any of the candidates are minorities.

BAR: METCO Lobby Day (March 13™); Make a Statement Day {April 25™ at 2:30pm); Mother’s
Day March in Boston {May 12™), if you want to participate and march in Herman Taylor’s honor,
please reach out to Kathryn directly.

Other:

s Potential Cosponsoring of Events: Barbara contacted the Friends of the Belmont Public
Library to find out if there are any author events that we may cosponsor. Barbara will
provide information on some of the books by the next meeting and we can vote on the
event co-sponsorship.

*  Conflict of Interest Training: Must submit copy of certification to the Town Clerk by April 5™.

Adjourned: Paul moved to adjourn the meeting, all in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:38pm.
Next Meeting: Thursday, May 2, 2013 at 7pm

Respectfully submitted by Regina O’Brien



