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TOWN CLERK
DELONT, MA

6/12/14
TAC Meeting-S/-/‘l-H‘/l- 9915 MAR 23 AMI0: 30

Members present: Linda Nickens, Matt Sullivan,Peter Curro, Larry MacDonald
Members absent: Joe Griffin, Tomi Olson Dana Millef Glenn Clancy, Sgt. Ben
MailhotD -

Town residents present: Kristina Melaney, Fairview Ave.,Mai Vu Elm St., Daniel
Power, Unity Ave., Darren Bowmeister, Unity Ave.
Meeting was called to order by Chairman Nickens At 7;10.

Kristina Melaney spoke about the speed used on Fairview Ave and how it's used
as a cut through. Speeding on Van Ness as wellas Fairview.

School St To Fairview, new gas lines coming soon.
August- Oct. we will do a traffic study.
Mai Vu, 120 EIm St, spoke about the need for a 4way stop @ Dalton and Elm,

Many young kids in the neighborhood and many safety issues.

We talked about the federal guidelines for a 4wayy stop and said we would start
a traffic study as soon as tomorrow.

Daniel Power and Darren Bowmeister both spoke about the speed and cut
through traffic on Unity, Dartmouth and Fairview.

Belmont St. toward Grove St. is a cut through morning and night.
Mariboro, Dartmouth and Unity Ave( no right turn 4-6) isn't helpful
7-8:15 AM would be better.

Would like to see crosswalks on Grove St.

Weekday evenings are worst time for speeding. Suggested advance warning
signs

New full time officer assigned to traffic at night/ Matt Benoit.

l Federal grants: Click it or ticket, 15K,88 citations were written.

Another 15K grant coming in August.
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[/The BPD will be applying for five more grants for this year , 15-20K.

Matt Sullivan
TAC member



Linda Nickens, Chair

Tratfic Advisory Committee
TOWN OF BELMONT

19 Moore Street
Homer Municipal Building

Belmont, Massachusetts 02478-0900
Telephone: (617) 993-2650 Fax: (617) 993-2651

Committee Members

Laurence Macdonald, Vice Chair Peter Curro

Dana Miller, Clerk

Date:

To:

From:
Subject:
7:00
7:00 —7:05
7:05-7:20
7:20-7:35
7:35-7:50
7:50 - 7:55
7:55 -8:00
8:00

Joseph Griffin
Donald Mercier
Tommasina Olson

Matt Sullivan

June 6,2014

Members — Traffic Advisory Committee

Linda Nickens, Chair

Agenda for Meeting on Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 7:00 PM in Town Hall Conference
Room 4. If you cannot attend the meeting, please contact Linda via e-mail.

Call to Order

Minutes (April 10, 2014)

Resident Request for Speed Enforcement
e Fairview Avenue

Resident Request for a 4 Way Stop approach
¢ Dalton Road at Elmn Street

Resident Request for Traffic Enforcement
e  Unity, Dartmouth, and Fairview Neighborhood

New Business
¢ No Known Items

Old Business
e Belmont Center Project Update
e  Other

Adjourn

Cc: Board of Selectmen — Andy Rojas
David Kale, Town Administrator
Glenn R. Clancy, Town Engineer
Sgt Ben Mailhot, Belmont Police Department
Richard McLaughlin, Belmont Police Chief
Peter Castanino, Director, Department of Public Works
Karl Haglund, Planning Board
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Clancy, Glenn

. I I —
From: Clancy, Glenn
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2014 12:03 PM
To: 'sinasina30@yahoo.com’; 'Icnickens@verizon.net’; 'pfcurro@gmail.com’; '‘Dana Miller’;

'mattsull74@yahoo.com’; 'Don Mercier (mercierbj@verizon.net)’; 'Laurence Macdonald’;
‘Joseph.griffin@verizon.net’

Cc: McLaughlin, Richard; Castanino, Peter; 'Karl Haglund'; 'bmailhot@belmontpd.org’;
'‘Andres T. Rojas’; Kale, David

Subject: TAC Meeting - June 12, 2014

Attachments: TAC Speeding Complaints.pdf; TAC Agenda 06-12-14.pdf

Dear TAC members:

The next meeting is scheduled for June 12, 2014 at 7PM in Conference Room 4 of the Town Hall. The agenda
is attached. Ihave also attached the TAC information on Speeding Complaints. This document has been sent
to the residents related to Request for Speed Enforcement — Fairview Avenue.,

Sgt Mailhot is working on traffic counts at the intersection of Dalton and Elm so I can evaluate for a potential 4
way Stop. The data may not be available for June 12™ however we can at least discuss and get an update.

Thanks, Glenn

Request for Speed Enforcement — Fairview Avenue
Dear Mr. Clancy & Mr. Mailhot,

I wanted to reach out in regards to the planned Fairview Ave reconstruction project. First off, we are very
excited for the repairs as it will improve the general look and drive of the road while also adding a few years to

the life of our cars!

Our primary concern with the reconstruction is the speed of the cars. While the current road conditions might
"slow" some cars others find a way to reach peak speeds on Fairview from School St to Payson rd. I fear that
with a nicely finished road this problem will only grow and become a much more dangerous situation. The
neighborhood on Fairview, Stults, Van Ness, and Lewis is a growing one with many young families, school age
children, dog walkers, preschool walkers, and commuters on foot....a horrible accident is only a matter of time.

T'would like to propose a solution similar to that taken on Bright road with a raised intersection. There is no
need for people to be able to reach such high speeds in such a short distance, and this type of intersection would

slow traffic considerably.

I know there are other families in our neighborhood that feel the same way. I appreciate your attention to our
concerns and look forward to working with you, and our neighborhood to reach a thoughtful resolution.

Regards,
Joe and Kristine Mullaney
157 Fairview Ave



4 Way Stop Request - Dalton Road at EIm Street

Mr. Clancy,

I am asking for stop signs on Elm St. There are already stop signs on Dalton Rd at this corner, but EIm St
currently is through traffic.

There is quite a bit of traffic on Elm St especially on occasions of sport events (soccer etc) on the field at the
end of the street. We have small children (toddler and grade school-age), as do several families around this
corner. Also, pedestrians including children are often crossing Elm street to go to the park or go home from
school. I do not feel it's safe enough for them with all this through traffic.

In fact, on all 4 ways of this corner there are already signs that say "Dangerous Intersection”, but I feel these
signs are not enough. Drivers mostly do not seem to notice them (especially on Elm St) to do anything
meaningfully. I frequently observe cars just zooming by on Elm St without any obvious attention to these signs,
even when there are small children on the sidewalk around this corner. The current "Dangerous Intersection”
signs actually make me feel more unsafe about this corner, especially with so many young children abound.

Putting stop signs on Elm St to make this corner a 4-way stop I think is necessary and will make it much safer.
Thus I would like to request the stop signs on Elm St.

I will be happy to follow up with any further information should it be necessary. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,
Mai Vu

Unity, Dartmouth, and Fairview Neighborhood Request for Traffic Enforcement

Hi Glenn,

Thank you for responding to the issues raised by our neighborhood. We understand that none of the items are
easy, quick, or inexpensive to address in full, and appreciate that there is attention given.

Regarding items 2 and 3 we will consider those addressed and follow-up as needed.

Regarding item 1, we understand the reluctance (and perhaps ineffectiveness) of placing additional signage and
appreciate the challenges it presents. And we are likewise hopeful that the Trapelo/Belmont reconstruction
project will resolve some of the cut-through traffic that occurs in our neighborhood. However, we would like to
continue to push to resolve the inadequate solution of restricting a right-turn from Unity and Fairview Aves. Not
only is this difficult to enforce, but it is burdensome of the residents of the neighborhood. I am confident there is
an alternate solution that can alleviate both the traffic and the restriction placed on residents.

Finally, re: item 4, I understand that funding may be the greatest obstacle here. As an alternative approach to
both warn approaching vehicles of the crosswalks and to reduce the speed, may we consider raising the
crosswalk? This approach is employed elsewhere in Belmont including Blanchard Rd (a short distance from the
Grove st park). Although I have no specific information, I would hazard a guess that there are fewer state or
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federal guidelines that need to be met and that the cost is significantly lower. This is not to say that the funds are
readily available, but we will continue to petition that this safety concern is addressed.

Best,

Daniel

On Wed, Jun 4, 2014 at 3:16 PM, Clancy, Glenn <gclancy @belmont-ma.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon Mr. Parmer;

My answers are in blue below. | do not believe there is anything requiring an agenda item with the
Traffic Advisory Committee. As you'll read below most of this can be tackled without TAC action.

Thank you,

Glenn Clancy

I live at 42 Unity Ave and I am writing on behalf of the Belmont Corner Neighborhood Assoc. (BCNA) which
comprises of more than 300 households between Grove St, Fairview Ave, Oxford Ave, and Belmont St. As T am
writing to represent the BCNA, there are several traffic issues I am bringing to your attention at this time. These
include traffic rate, speed, road conditions, one-way access, and installation of a signal at a crosswalk on Grove
st. Each are described below.

I have cc'd Darren Bouwmeester who is also member of the BCNA neighborhood safety committee.

1. We are concerned with the number of cars that use many of the side streets including Unity, Dartmouth, and
Fairview to bypass the traffic light at Belmont and Grove St. Drivers enter our neighborhood at increasing
frequency and speeds during all hours of the day, but particularly around the morning and evening rush hour
commute. We are a very active community and many of us have small children and pets that enjoy walking
throughout the neighborhood. The speed at which many of these cars travel often exceeds 40 mph. There are no
speed limits posted in the neighborhood. Signs have been posted to prohibit a right-hand turn from Unity and
Fairview Aves. onto Grove, however, these are both ineffective at stopping commuters from using the
neighborhood to bypass the light and they are disruptive to residents of the neighborhood who are prevented
from making a right-turn to travel north on Grove St. As a result, residents are forced to exit the neighborhood
from Dartmouth or Oxford, wait at the same traffic light others are avoiding, and attempt a right turn back on to
Grove st. The existing restrictions are something BPD can enforce ( I have copied in the traffic Sargent). The
legal speed limit on residential roadways is 30 MPH. We are reluctant to post 30 MPH signs in residential
neighborhoods because there are many vehicles that travel at a slower speed and we do not want to encourage
them to drive faster. Also, residnts don’t want the signs in front of their property so placement is a challenge.

As an aside: The Traffic Advisory Committee attempted to restrict traffic on Marlboro Street (at the request of
the residents of Marlboro street) a few years ago and the outcry from the neighborhood caused the restrictions to
be removed. The complaint centered on cut-through traffic trying to beat the light at Grove and Belmont
unfortunately streets other than Marlboro ended up bearing the brunt. The intersection of Grove and Belmont
will be reconstructed as part of the Trapelo Road/Belmont Street reconstruction project so the signals will be
upgraded. We are hopeful the new signals will better manage traffic and cut down the cut-through movements.

2. Roads throughout the neighborhood (as with much of Belmont) are littered with potholes, cracks, etc. But
nowhere is this more of a problem than on Marion Rd. Although Marion is not on the list of scheduled roads to

3



be repaired in 2014-15 we would like to petition that it be included as one of the "additional local roads" to be
re-paved or repaired. The schedule for roads to be reconstructed is based on their pavement condition. Marion
Road has a pavement condition index of 39 (out of 100) so it is indeed a tough road. There are 21 roads with a
pci equal to or worse than Marion Road. My best projection at this time is that Marion Road would be
reconstructed in the next 2-4 years. I will notify DPW about the potholes

3. Many residents of Marion Rd have complained that vehicles continue to enter Marion from Grove St despite
the road becoming a one-way only street with access prohibited from Grove. This may be simply an issue of
increased awareness for drivers, such as a portable traffic display temporarily located on the corner of Marion
and Grove. This also something BPD can address. We may need to improve the signage. I will work with BPD
to determine if this is necessary.

4. The final issue we wish to bring to your attention is the need for a cross-walk signal to be installed on Grove
St adjacent to the Grove st park. The curvature of Grove st and the high rate of speed that vehicles often travel
make this a serious safety issue especially as the park is used by families with young children and children who
walk to the park alone. Drivers are frequently unaware of persons in the road until they are dangerously close to
the crosswalk due to the way the road curves. A push-button signal that can be activated by pedestrians would
increase visibility for drivers and the safety of all. There are state and federal guidelines that govern when it is
appropriate to install signals at pedestrian crossings and I’'m not sure that location would meet the

warrants. Even if it does, the cost to install a pedestrian crossing signal is in the 6 figure range and there is no
funding for it.

Thank you very much for considering our requests. We would be happy to speak with you if additional
information is necessary and we look forward to addressing the committee in June or the earliest scheduled

meeting.
Best,
Daniel Parmer

617-960-7729
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120 Elm St, Belmont, MA - Google Maps

Address 120 Elm St
Belmont, MA 02478
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Stop signs requested on Elm St, at corner with Dalton.
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120 Elm St - Google Maps tofl

101-109 Elm St
Belmoni, MA 02478 -- approximate address

HEW! Street View - Sep 2013
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120 Elm St - Google Maps lofl

120 Elm St
Belmont, MA 62478 -- approximate addrass

HEW! Street View - Sep 2013
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https://www.google.com/maps/preview 6/12/2014 2:37 PM



szﬁl - procedure for requesting a new stop sign https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=7f2e3f2e...

"

b iﬂ ! ¥ Mai Vu <maivu04@gmail.com>

procedure for requesting a new stop sigh

Mai Vu <maivu04@gmail.com> Tue, May 6, 2014 at 10:30 AM
To: "Clancy, Glenn" <gclancy@belmont-ma.gov>

Mr. Clancy,

| am asking for stop signs on Eim St. There are already stop signs on Dalton Rd at this corner, but Eim St
currently is through traffic.

There is quite a bit of traffic on EiIm St especially on occasions of sport events (soccer etc) on the field at the
end of the street. We have small children (toddler and grade school-age), as do several families around this
corner. Also, pedestrians including children are often crossing Elm street to go to the park or go home from
school. | do not feel it's safe enough for them with all this through traffic.

In fact, on all 4 ways of this corner there are already signs that say "Dangerous Intersection”, but | feel these
signs are not enough. Drivers mostly do not seem to notice them (especially on Elm St) to do anything
meaningfully. | frequently observe cars just zooming by on Elm St without any obvious attention to these
signs, even when there are small children on the sidewalk around this corner. The current "Dangerous
intersection” signs actually make me feel more unsafe about this corner, especially with so many young
children abound.

Putting stop signs on Elm St to make this corner a 4-way stop | think is necessary and will make it much safer.
Thus 1 would like to request the stop signs on Eim St.

I will be happy to follow up with any further information should it be necessary. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Mai Vu
[Quoted text hidden]

lofl 06/06/2014 02:36 PM



June 12,2014
Dear Ms. Nickens and Traffic Advisory Committee members,

We respectfully endorse the idea of a 4-way stop sign at Dalton and Elm. We have a “Dangerous
Intersection” sign there at the moment. But with a 4-way stop, that intersection would no longer be
dangerous.

We need a Stop sign rather than a warning there because, in the absence of a need to brake, people
accelerate around the corner where Foster turns into Elm and continue speeding along Elm towards
School St. The cars also gather speed going the other way down Elm towards Grove Street park. It is
particularly dangerous because (a) There are four families with kindergarten-age and younger siblings
living at the Dalton-Elm intersection; and (b) There are many children crossing the street near the park,
at the blind turn were Elm turns into Foster. A Stop sign at Elm and Dalton would ensure that cars are
driving more slowly at that curve and along Elm street.

We hope our reasoning makes sense. Thank you for considering our request!

Sincerely,
Sk T A
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Clancz, Glenn

From: Mai Vu <maivu04@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2014 10:31 AM

To: Clancy, Glenn

Subject: Re: procedure for requesting a new stop sign
Mr. Clancy,

I am asking for stop signs on Elm St. There are already stop signs on Dalton Rd at this corner, but Elm St
currently is through traffic.

There is quite a bit of traffic on Elm St especially on occasions of sport events (soccer etc) on the field at the
end of the street. We have small children (toddler and grade school-age), as do several families around this
corner. Also, pedestrians including children are often crossing Elm street to go to the park or go home from
school. I do not feel it's safe enough for them with all this through traffic.

In fact, on all 4 ways of this corner there are already signs that say "Dangerous Intersection"”, but I feel these
signs are not enough. Drivers mostly do not seem to notice them (especially on Elm St) to do anything
meaningfully. I frequently observe cars just zooming by on Elm St without any obvious attention to these signs,
even when there are small children on the sidewalk around this corner. The current "Dangerous Intersection”
signs actually make me feel more unsafe about this corner, especially with so many young children abound.

Putting stop signs on Elm St to make this corner a 4-way stop I think is necessary and will make it much safer.
Thus I would like to request the stop signs on Elm St.

I will be happy to follow up with any further information should it be necessary. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,
Mai Vu

On Tue, May 6, 2014 at 9:07 AM, Clancy, Glenn <gclancy @belmont-ma.gov> wrote:

Good morning:

Are you asking for the sign to stop traffic on Elm Street or Dalton Road?

Thank you, Glenn Clancy

From: Mai Vu [mailto:maivu04@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, May 02, 2014 2:58 PM




To: Clancy, Glenn
Subject: procedure for requesting a new stop sign

Dear Mr. Clancy,

I am a Belmont resident at 120 Elm St. I would like to put in a request for a new stop sign on Elm St at the
corner with Dalton Rd, and I was just wondering if you can let me know the procedure for doing this.

I also just left a voice mail at your office, I can be reached either via this email address or at 617-932-1357.
Thank you for your attention.

Best regards,
Mai Vu

120 Elm St, #1
617-932-1357





