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Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF BELMONT JOINT MEETING WITH WARRANT COMMITTEE 
AND SELECT BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021 
7:30 PM 

Laurie Slap called Warrant Committee to order. Roy Epstein called Select Board to order. 
Town Administrator Patrice Garvin, Town Moderator Michael Widmer, Town Meeting 
members, members of the Warrant Committee and members of Housing Trust and Community 
Preservation Committee (CPC) were also present. 

DISCUSS HOUSING TRUST PROPOSAL TO EXTEND EMERGENCY RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE 

History of Housing Trust proposal by Michael Widmer: 

• Town Moderator, Widmer, recapped the reasons for joint meeting. When the Housing
Trust presented slight modifications to a proposal previously presented to Town Meeting,
that led to discussion with Select Board, Warrant Committee and CPC about how the
modification should be handled publicly. The decision was made to discuss with joint
meeting and welcome Town Meeting Members and Housing Trust and CPC members to
participate.

• Widmer said that George Hall, Town Counsel, made it clear that the votes of Town
Meeting in June and September were only appropriations. The joint meeting we are
having today is to extend time, not amount of funding. The modification adds another
month to the emergency assistance proposal, extending it from three to four months

Proposal timeline presented by Elizabeth Dionne, Chair of CPC: 

• In 2018 Town Meeting approved $250K to the Housing Trust for affordable housing.
• In 2020, the Housing Trust asked if there was a way to expand the use of the $250k

appropriation to include emergency rental assistance (allowed use under CPC Act).
• Proposal was brought to Town Meeting in June 2020 to extend the appropriation to

include emergency rental assistance (Article 11 ), and it was approved by 208 - 27
(with 3 abstentions).

• In August 2020, the Housing Trust came back to CPC, and asked for a special Town
Meeting in September to get new appropriation of 1 00K.

• The September approval by CPC was for additional money (Article 4E) .. $100K was
to be moved to undesignated fund balance for Phase 2 emergency rental assistance
program. The proposal passed by vote of221-20 (with 2 abstentions).

• In third week of December 2020, Patrice told her that the Housing Trust inquired
about extending program from three to four months. It was always assumed that any
unused funds would revert to the CPC Trust. The goal was to save money and not
hold another special Town Meeting.
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