To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following resolution, or in any way act thereon:

“Whereas, the Town of Belmont has not had a Comprehensive Plan to guide its growth and development since 1963; and

Whereas, the Town Meeting adopted “A Working Vision for Belmont’s Future” on April 23, 2001; and

Whereas, guided by that Vision, the Planning Board, bringing together many Town boards, committees, commissions, departments, property and business owners and residents, has prepared a Comprehensive Plan to provide a framework for making decisions and setting policies concerning land use issues and to preserve our quality of life as an economically, environmentally, and socially sustainable community in the 21st Century, therefore be it

Resolved, that the Town of Belmont:

Endorses the Land Use Vision for the Future where:

· Neighborhoods, village centers, parks and playgrounds are interconnected through a network of roads, public transit, sidewalks and open space pathways. Safe pedestrian and bicycle routes provide access to commercial centers, schools  and other public amenities and regional transit, reducing reliance on the automobile;

· Open spaces and vistas provide connections to the beauty of the natural world and offer places for community gathering and interaction. Tree-lined streets, yards and small open spaces provide breathing room and beauty in neighborhoods;

· Commercial centers are revitalized through public improvements and redevelopment of underutilized properties,  New developments support vibrant businesses and lively streetscapes, and also offer smaller housing options with easy walking access to goods, services and transit;

· Appropriate renovations and improvements increase property values, provide improved energy efficiency, and a broader range of housing to meet the needs of twenty-first century households;

· Historic properties and aspects of the Town are valued and are complemented by new buildings which sustain the unique character of each neighborhood, while serving the needs of new generations; and

Endorses the primary goals recommended by the Comprehensive Plan as steps to achieving the vision, including:

· Enhance connections through open space, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure;

· Improve and promote public transit;

· Expand housing choices;

· Reinforce Belmont’s neighborhoods through natural and historic resource protection;

· Refocus control of future development on design guidelines and review;

· Revitalize commercial centers through public and private investments;

· Clarify the land use vision for each commercial district;

· Allow economically viable development which complements the Town’s historic character;

· Link public facilities and financial planning to land use priorities; and

Supports the decision of the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Board to adopt the Comprehensive Plan, “A Vision for Belmont: Mapping a Sustainable Future,” for the Town pursuant to Chapter 41, Section 81D of the Massachusetts General Laws.”

