What’s the most important component of developing a climate action plan for Belmont? YOU ARE!  We need your ideas to make this project a success!

As a starting point, we’ve listed ideas generated from the first three public forums that Sustainable Belmont and the Vision 21 Implementation Committee held in April 2006. During the forums, we asked members of the Belmont community about ways we could reduce our energy and gasoline consumption – the two key contributors to climate change.

More forums will be held at later dates to continue gathering ideas from town employees, business owners and residents of Belmont.  Don’t want to wait? Read on. 

Change begins with an idea, so please submit yours now. We’ll update the document to reflect any additional ideas. Email your ideas to Sustainable Belmont at sustainablebelmont@gmail.com.

Please remember that this is a working list of brainstorming ideas. NO decisions have been made as to which ideas to pursue. 

Remember: energy savings = money savings!

Recommendations to Climate Action Plan

Stemming from Three Public-Input Forums

04/04/06  7-8:30pm Butler Elementary School

04/06/06  10-11:30am Belmont Public Library

04/12/06 7-8:30pm Belmont Public Library

04/04/06

Recycling

· Recycling in the libraries

· Belmont recycling procedures – make available

· Why don’t schools recycle?

· Pay as you throw

· Restaurants – bottles

Other measures

· Set a deadline for CAP completion

· Make short term ideas available to all (e.g., via electric light newsletter)

Get the word out

· Go to select groups/focus groups 

· Hold house meetings/house parties 

· Town Day

04/06/06

Transportation:  

· reduce impact of individually owned automobiles

· reduce impact of individually owned motor cycles

· public transportation – need better schedules, need alternatives

· 5-stop van in town – uplands + 3 squares and McLeans

· focus on large CO2 contributors - two Cycle engines: snow blowers, leaf blowers, lawn mowers, etc.

Waste Management

· Recycling – encourage paper

· Revisit  pay as you throw program

· How much does waste disposal contribute to total emissions?

· Municipal recycling – are we doing all that we can do?

(MORE)

Building Efficiencies

· Building codes for new construction

· Rental housing as well as single family and commercial/industrial

· Consortium to retrofit houses of worship and private schools (ESCO)

· Other groups, Cushing and Waverly Sq. businesses

Residential Campaign 

· Use of CFL (compact florescent lights)

· Home energy audit/tax credits

· Energy Star

Vegetation

· Buy trees (which are okay to buy/expected to last - oak, hickories)

· Trees for new housing units

New construction

· Rain water runoff/collection/reuse

· Impervious surfaces, elimination of

· Building codes, imperative

· Trees, perhaps planting one for ea bedroom built

Alternative Solutions

· Renewable Energy Tax Credits

· Town reductions – sell our reductions/credits? Regional? State?

DEVELOP A PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN

ZONING – TRANSIT – ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

PR

· Town Day

· Channel 8

· Monthly Film Series

· Regular Contributions to paper

· Decisions by TM = opportunity to educate

· Presentations to other committees

· Presentations to precinct TMMs

· Presentations to PTOs, etc.

· Public service announcements – get kids to do the “spots”

Channel 8, 9, 96

04/12/06

Transportation

· Encourage car pooling

· Avoid drive-through businesses

· Car-sharing (zip cars)

(MORE)

· Encourage public transportation

· Shuttle bus-connect town centers

· Change public transportation – schedules, cleaner vehicles

· Anti-idling campaign

· Facilitate non-vehicular transportation, e.g., bicycles, walking, pedi-cabs

· Promote locally grown food

Recycle/reuse/packaging

· Encourage local stores to avoid heavy packaged items

· Avoid plastics, in general

· Use cloth vs. paper napkins

· Reinvent cloth bags at supermarkets

· Reuse plastic bottles

· Buy plastic bottles for refilling of liquid

· Buy home house filter for water instead of bottled water

· Lunch boxes vs. paper bags

· How to wrap sandwiches, something that is biodegradable vs. plastic wrap or aluminum foil.  Is wax paper the best alternative?

· Encourage composting

Energy conservation

· Turn off the lights

· Use of compact florescent lights  (CFL’s)

· Compare CFLs vs. standard
Home renovations:

· replacement windows

· programmable thermostats

Municipal

•    Encourage BMLD to increase renewable energy from suppliers

· Start clean energy program for businesses and  residences to buy into

· Encourage schools & muni offices and businesses to recycle

· Require restaurants/eateries to provide recycle containers for bottles/cans

· Help businesses/houses of worship to recycle 

· Accountability of gas company for capturing gas

· Coordinate w/Health department 

· Ordinance on two-cycle engines (health dept.?) lawn mowers, leaf blowers, snow blowers

· Collect or develop data on e.g., snow blowers v. jeep w/plows, buses vs. cars, air conditioning, older very harmful, fans vs. ac

(MORE)

· Public education on use of energy efficient appliances

· Energy audits, residential/houses of worship/commercial

· Strategy: competition among precincts to lower energy use

Post-workshop suggestions:

· Install system on all municipal/ school computers to avert them from drawing power when not in use 

· Support/encourage renewable energy systems for municipal, business and residential use (wind; solar)

· Use clotheslines to dry clothes

· Develop regional partnerships with other towns to concentrate on bulk purchases and sharing of resources

· Pursue public-private partnerships for green building development

· Contract with a company to manage recycling of construction waste/demolition

· YOUR IDEA HERE
